Open letter: Decision on potential modification of the protection status of the wolf

By email: Ursula.VON-DER-LEYEN @ec.europa.eu

Brussels, 18th December 2023

Dear President von der Leyen,

On behalf of almost 300 undersigned environmental and animal protection organisations, we are writing
with regard to the European Commission’s commitment to “decide on a proposal to modify, where
appropriate, the status of protection of the wolf within the EU and to update the legal framework, to
introduce, where necessary, further flexibility” by the end of the year*.

It is of significant concern that a policy decision on such a crucial issue is being prepared in an untransparent
manner. Moreover, it is based on an irregular consultation process that was launched by the Commission’s
press release on ‘Wolves in Europe’ on 4" September 2023, which included misleading information regarding
wolves. Our concerns about this were outlined to you in our letter dated 11 September 20232,

We would like to re-emphasise that any decision to change the protection status of wolves must be based
on reliable scientific data, according to the provisions of the relevant legislation, and not on anecdotal
evidence submitted through a non-transparent and irregular consultation process.

Furthermore, we are concerned that the discussion of this issue has so far been largely dominated and driven
by farming industry and hunting interest representatives, who are keen to position themselves as speaking
on behalf of rural communities. Yet the reality is that there is actually a high degree of support among rural
communities for the strict protection of wolves in the EU, as shown by an independent survey, commissioned
by several animal protection organisations, which was carried out in November 2023 in 10 Member States®.

Unless there is substantial new science-based evidence gathered by the European Commission services,
we believe the science and public opinion are clear: the modification of the protection status of the wolf -
either under the EU law or the Bern Convention - is not justified.

Instead, the EU needs to:

e ensure that existing legal protections for wolves, as enshrined in the EU Habitats Directive, are
upheld and enforced consistently across the Member States;

e promote uptake of coexistence measures between wolves and local communities since many of
those opportunities are under-utilised by the Member States;

® support initiatives that provide accurate, science-based information about wolves to the public.

! as stated on the EC web-page on large carnivores https:/environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-and-biodiversity/habitats-

directive/large-carnivores_en

2The joint letter by eight European NGOs challenges a recent press release by the European Commission that suggests that wolves
pose a significant danger to humans and livestock and highlights concerns regarding irregular consultation process (available at

https://eeb.org/library/ngo-reaction-to-commissions-communication-on-wolves-in-europe)

3 available at https://www.eurogroupforanimals.org/news/survey-wolves-should-be-strictly-protected-majority-rural-inhabitants-say
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Protecting wolves in Europe is not only a matter of ecological significance, but also a reflection of our
commitment to biodiversity conservation and the values of coexistence and tolerance. Wolves are an integral
part of Europe's natural heritage, playing a vital role in maintaining ecosystem balance and biodiversity, and
the return of the wolf to parts of Europe where the species had previously been extirpated is a considerable
conservation success that must not be jeopardised.

We urge you to take the recommendations of broader civil society seriously in your preparation of the

European Commission’s decision.

Yours sincerely,

Patrick ten Brink
Secretary-General

European Environmental Bureau (EEB)

On behalf of the undersigned environmental and animal protection organisations (in alphabetical order):
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