FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PRESS RELEASE
THE EUROPEAN CEMENT ASSOCIATION AND BIRDLIFE ADOPT JOINT
POSITION ON EU NATURE DIRECTIVES: BETTER IMPLEMENTATION TO
BENEFIT BIODIVERSITY
Brussels 12 November 2015 – Birdlife Europe and CEMBUREAU have joined forces to
identify ways in which the implementation of the Birds and Habitats Directives could be
enhanced to the benefit of biodiversity and nature conservation across Europe.
In the context of the ongoing evaluation of the Birds and Habitats Directives[1], the
experience shared by both the cement industry and NGOs demonstrates that whilst the
Directives are fit for purpose, their implementation at national level needs to be tackled.
“Any opening of the Directives would deflect attention away from much-needed action for
nature, and cause prolonged uncertainty for businesses and their investors. Regardless of
whether the Directives are re-opened or maintained, implementation of these two Directives
at Member State level will remain the key issue” states Daniel Gauthier, CEMBUREAU
President.
“Instead of wasting time tinkering with clear and sound legal texts, the Commission should
focus on fixing the implementation and enforcement machine, which in some cases is
broken” stated Ariel Brunner, senior Head of Policy with BirdLife Europe.
As such, the two organizations are putting forward a series of proposals with the aim of
improving the implementation of this important legislation. These include:









[1]

Planning for both biodiversity and business: When evaluating access to land it is clear
that the species and habitats mentioned in the Birds and Habitats Directives must be
fully protected. Where it can be demonstrated that biodiversity and economic activity
can go hand-in-hand, Member States should ensure the flexibility inherent in the
Directives is implemented at Member State level so that business is not hampered
unnecessarily.
Monitoring, enforcement, and communication: More should be done to monitor and
enforce the Directives at Member State level in terms of implementation. Furthermore,
existing guidance documents should be communicated more widely and made more
user friendly by providing, for example, summaries covering the key elements.
Equal treatment: When implementing the Directives at Member State level, it is
essential that the principles of equal treatment are applied in terms of sectors and
Member States:
Species action plans: It may prove useful to develop evidence-based regional/national
‘Species Action Plans’ which would practically define ‘favourable conservation status’
and inform planning and management practice, thus ensuring an informed and
proportionate approach to the conservation of the species and populations.
Funding: More needs to be done by the European Union and Member States to
encourage public and private funding for nature. In addition, the way in which funding
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is allocated should also be enhanced in order to make the best use of the funds
available.
More information: Position Paper (please contact for details) – Birdlife Europe - CEMBUREAU
CONTACT
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