Biofuels reform back in European Parliament – view new web documentary
Brussels, 20 January 2015
As the European Parliament’s Environment Committee Rapporteur tomorrow presents his report on the reform of Europe’s
biofuels policy, a new web documentary explores how the EU has failed to decarbonise transport through biofuels. The web
documentary can be found at www.biofuelsreform.org.
Commissioned by BirdLife Europe, the European Environmental Bureau (EEB) and Transport & Environment (T&E), the new
web documentary features interviews with key MEPs in the file, including rapporteur Nils Torvalds. Talking about firstgeneration biofuels and the phasing-out of land-based biofuels, lead MEP Nils Torvalds (ALDE) said: “There were fairly heavy
investments in first-generation biofuels. I think it’s reasonable to give those who invested a reasonable return on their
investments. But I would actually like to see it phased out. When you have got your money back you should probably be able
to phase out.”
Tomorrow, the European Parliament will hold the first debate on the biofuels reform. MEPs of the Environment Committee,
leading committee on this file, will have until Tuesday 27th January to submit their amendments to Torvalds’ report. The
vote in the Environment Committee is scheduled for 23 or 24 February. A vote in plenary is expected in late April.
The web documentary features four chapters covering four aspects of the EU’s biofuels reform: how some biofuels drive
deforestation, making them worse for the climate than fossil fuels; its impact on global food prices, land use and land
grabbing; the battle of the lobbies in Brussels; and the current political positions of each of the three EU institutions.
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Organisations and contact information:
BirdLife Europe is a partnership of nature conservation organisations in 49 countries, including all EU Member States, and a
leader in bird conservation. Through its unique local to global approach BirdLife Europe delivers high impact and long term
conservation for the benefit of nature and people.
For more information contact BirdLife’s Senior EU Agriculture and Bioenergy Policy Officer, Trees Robijns at
trees.robijns@birdlife.org on +32 (0) 478887302
The European Environmental Bureau (EEB) is Europe’s largest federation of environmental citizens’ organisations. It is the
environmental voice of European citizens, standing for environmental justice, sustainable development and participatory
democracy. Our aim is to ensure the EU secures a healthy environment and rich biodiversity for all.
For more information contact EEB Senior Agriculture and Bioenergy Policy Officer, Faustine Defossez at
faustine.defossez@eeb.org on +32 (0) 487244270
Transport & Environment’s mission is to promote, at EU and global level, a transport policy based on the principles of
sustainable development. Transport policy should minimise harmful impacts on the environment and health, maximise
efficiency of resources, including energy and land, and guarantee safety and sufficient access for all. T&E represents around
50 environmental organisations across Europe.
For more information contact Nusa Urbancic, T&E’s energy programme manager at nusa@transportenvironment.org on
+32 (0)485 726 533.

