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Mitigation Research Update – The Hook Pod
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The GSP is working with Fishtek (www.fishtekmarine.com) to develop a ‘hook pod’ for pelagic longline fisheries that prevents seabirds from accessing baits before a pressure sensitive valve operates at a pre-determined depth to release baited hooks. The pod encapsulates the point and barb of baited hooks and is attached to the branchline so when it reaches a predetermined depth, the pod releases and the hooks falls free of the pod and sinks to the desired fishing depth.
The new prototype pod has 60g of lead incorporated into the housing and so for the first 10m+ (until the pressure release valve is operated) the baited hook has 60g on the hook and Time-depth-recorder data indicates that this sinks at twice the speed of standard fishing gear. This means that not only is the barb and point of the hook covered by the pod, but that the baited hook sink close to the stern of the vessel at a rate that makes it difficult for most birds to access.

In December 2009, Ben Sullivan (GSP Coordinator) and Oli Yates (ATF Coordinator) conducted at-sea trials in the eastern Australia tuna fishery. A range of bait types and hooking positions were trialled as well as investigations into the best methods of storing the pods to ensure an efficient setting and hauling operation. The pod performed well under a variety of conditions and the crew found it simple to set, retrieve and store.

This was very encouraging and the GSP are hoping to have a near final prototype for testing head-to-head against seabirds in mid 2010.
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For more details: Ben.Sullivan@rspb.org.uk  & www.fishtekmarine.com
Launch of Marine IBA programme in the Asian Region: Report on the 1st Asian Marine IBA Workshop

The Important Bird Area (IBA) project has been successful worldwide in identifying important sites of high biodiversity. So far, 2,389 IBAs have been identified in Asia, primarily for terrestrial areas. Criteria for Marine IBA selection were devised specifically for use in terrestrial and freshwater habitats and work is currently underway to refine them so that they are as effective in the marine environment. Asia covers huge areas with some of the highest levels of marine biodiversity in the world, and these refined criteria should provide a basis for conserving sites of global importance for marine biodiversity. 
     Identification of marine IBAs in Asia was kick-started in April this year with Birdlife Asia hosting an international workshop, held in Tokyo, where representatives of BirdLife partners, affiliated organizations and seabird researchers gathered from seven Asian countries, namely, Malaysia, Indonesia, China, Russia, Japan, Myanmar, and the Philippines.  Dr. Gary Langham from Audubon California, (who have already launched marine IBAs identification), and a Marine IBA officer from the BirdLife International headquarters, Mr. Ben Lascelles, also participated in the workshop as lecturers.  It was a great opportunity to deepen the understanding of marine IBAs and to exchange ideas and opinions on marine and seabird conservation.

     The marine environment is under considerable pressure from man, and there has been a growing concern that marine biodiversity is declining rapidly.  In particular, seabirds are increasingly threatened with 19 out of 21 Albatross species classed as endangered.  Marine conservation is one of the most urgent issues we face, and we sincerely hope that Asian countries will collaborate closely to conserve marine biodiversity through the identification of marine IBAs. For further details: mayumi.sato203@gmail.com
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BirdLife Input to World Seabird Conference 

(7-11th September 2010)

BirdLife input to the World Seabird Conference (to be held in Victoria, Canada) gathered apace earlier this month with around 30 abstracts submitted from BirdLife partners from as far afield as the Falkland Islands to Fiji. BirdLife is also contributing substantially to the organization of the conference through the input of John Croxall (Chairman of the Global Seabird Programme) to the International Steering Committee. 

Ben Sullivan (Co-ordinator of the Global Seabird Programme) is chairing a symposium on the interactions between seabirds and fisheries. This session will address seabird bycatch: past, present and future. Ben Lascelles (Global Marine IBA Officer) is convening a symposium on the future role of marine protected areas in protecting at-sea habitats for seabirds. Ben Lascelles will also be hosting a workshop seeking to address the prospects of forming a world seabird colony database. Cleo Small (Senior Policy Officer for the Global Seabird Programme) and Phil Taylor (Marine IBA Assistant) are co-hosting a workshop on the benefits of a global database on seabird tracking stemming from the work they have done on the Global Procellariiform Tracking Database.

BirdLife partners will be presenting work on a wide range of topics, demonstrating the breadth and depth of our work around the world. Presentations include work on marine IBAs, seabird bycatch mitigation research, seabird restoration, spatial distribution modeling, and population trends. Further details please contact orea.anderson@rspb.org.uk   


Working with RFMOs in Africa – Frustrations & Successes

RFMOs are international agreements signed between nations, which make rules about how to manage fisheries sustainably. At least, that’s the idea. My engagement with RFMOs has been one of the steepest learning curves of my life. 

Procellariiforms in the Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea are undergoing some of the most severe decreases anywhere in the world. The tuna RFMO in the Atlantic, the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tuna (ICCAT) controls an incomprehensibly gigantic longline fishing effort. The GSP contributed to a three-year assessment of ICCAT fishing impacts on seabirds. In June 2009, the study concluded that there was an impact and it needed to be addressed. At the annual commission meeting in November, Cleo Small and I spent three days of intense negotiations with Japan, the EC and nations with ATF teams (SA, Brazil and Uruguay). We eventually helped broker agreement between the ATF-hosting nations and the EC. However, we couldn’t get a unified proposal past Japan. The upshot was no change to the status quo: so much for three years of hard work! Perhaps this year will see progress.

By contrast, Cleo and I teamed up with Sam Petersen (now with WWF) to improve things in the South East Atlantic Fishing Organization (SEAFO), the minnows of the RFMO world, controlling demersal fishing in international waters of SE Atlantic. During their review of seabird conservation measures, we proposed improvements based on the Mitigation Fact-sheets. We aimed high, and asked SEAFO to include measures for seabird interactions in trawl fisheries, even thought there is currently no active trawl fishery in their bailiwick. All our recommendations were adopted, and the result is that SEAFO has set the gold standard for fisheries management of seabird conservation. Ross Wanless gsp@birdlife.org.za
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