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What is Wings Over Wetlands?

Wings Over Wetlands (also known as the UNEP-GEF African-Eurasian Flyways Project), is a joint effort between leading international organisations and supporting governments dedicated to the conservation of waterbirds and wetlands.  WOW is the largest international wetland and waterbird conservation initiative ever to take place in the African-Eurasian region.  The goal of the project is to protect migratory waterbirds, their migration routes and the key areas needed to complete their seasonal cycles.  WOW will run for four years, 2007-2010.

Why migratory waterbirds?

Migratory waterbirds are an important component of biodiversity in wetland ecosystems, but are under increasing threat due to widespread habitat loss caused by factors such as: increased human population, urban encroachment, declining food sources and unsustainable development practices.   Barriers to conservation efforts include the lack of financial resources, professional management capacity and existing gaps in ecological knowledge needed to manage sites and species at a “flyway scale”.
What is a flyway?

Many waterbird species are highly faithful to the sites they use throughout their life cycle and travel annually along predictable routes using different sites for different purposes.  The total area used by migratory birds through their seasonal movements, including intermediate resting and feeding places is called a flyway.  A “flyway approach” takes a holistic view of conservation by identifying and addressing key threats faced by waterbirds during their journey.

What is the financial value of the project?

The value of the project is US$ 12 million, with core support coming from the Global Environment Facility (GEF) through the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), the German Federal Ministry for Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety, the Secretariat of the African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbird Agreement (UNEP/AEWA Secretariat) and several other donors.
Who is involved?

The project pulls together the efforts of Wetlands International (who designed and is now leading the project), BirdLife International, the Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds (AEWA), Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, the UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre and a range of local partners along the African-Eurasian flyway.  The WOW Project Coordination Unit is based in Wageningen, The Netherlands, and operates with support from the United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) and UNEP-GEF.  The project will also channel efforts through four Sub-regional Centres located in eastern and southern Africa, western and central Africa, the Middle East and central Asia.
Where does the project work?

The project area includes 119 Range States, covering all of Africa, all of Europe, south-west Asia (including the Middle East and Central Asian states), Greenland and the Canadian Archipelago.  The project will synchronize eleven demonstration site projects in the following twelve countries: Estonia, Lithuania, Hungary, Turkey, Mauritania, Senegal, The Gambia, Niger, South Africa, Nigeria, Tanzania and Yemen.  

What will the project do?

Threats to migratory waterbirds can only be mitigated through improved international cooperation across the entire flyway.  WOW will unite conservation efforts to improve the management of key wetland sites and preservation of migratory routes used by waterbirds, through increased communication along the flyway, through training and by channeling lessons 
learned and best practice through a series of eleven demonstration projects in twelve countries.  WOW will also create a web portal that will act as a crucial source of information on migration routes, on key wetland areas and ecological knowledge.  This patchwork of better-managed protected sites will lead to more informed policy decisions and improved habitats for migratory 
waterbirds. Increased knowledge gained from the project will benefit our understanding and help tackle critical issues such as avian influenza and adaptation to climate change impacts

Quotable Quotes

“Conservation of migratory waterbirds will depend on international cooperation between all countries on the migration routes as well as the engagement of local people in conserving the critical wetland sites. In developing countries, the livelihoods of local people as well as waterbirds depend on these wetlands and the water supplies that sustain them. The project will demonstrate how local and global action for wetlands conservation can benefit both people and nature” - Ward Hagemeijer, Wetlands International

“The WOW project is unique in combining a flyway-level perspective with an emphasis on practical conservation at the site and country level. Waterbird migrations are an extraordinary and very valuable natural phenomenon, which this project will help safeguard for the future.” - Leon Bennun, Director of Science, Policy and Information at BirdLife International
“WOW is particularly significant as it will help countries to simultaneously deliver their commitments under a number of key Multilateral Environmental Agreements through one set of coordinated actions” - Nick Davidson, Deputy Secretary General of the Ramsar Convention Secretariat.

"WOW supports the implementation of the AEWA Agreement in all 119 of its range states in Africa and Eurasia. We are working closely with the WOW team to maximize the involvement and collaboration with all our partners and countries across the AEWA region” - Bert Lenten, Executive Secretary of AEWA

“Migrating birds see no borders. Conserving them and their critical habitats may only be achieved through improved collaboration between national governments, local and international conservation organizations and local communities. The WOW initiative will facilitate the exchange of expertise and synergies between a broad range of partners towards this common goal” - Edoardo Zandri, Chief Technical Advisor of the WOW Project
"Bird migration is one of the great wonders of the natural world. Yet each year, fewer birds of many species return to their breeding grounds, because the sites they depend on to rest and refuel while on their long journey from their wintering grounds have been damaged or developed. The BirdLife Partnership is pleased to be part of the Wings over Wetlands (WOW) project, because WOW will enhance international conservation efforts for migratory waterbirds and their habitats." - Adrian Long, Head of Communications at BirdLife International

For more information please consult the following sites:
http://www.wingsoverwetlands.org 
http://www.wetlands.org/wow
http://www.unep-aewa.org/
http://www.birdlife.org/
http://www.ramsar.org/
http://www.unep-wcmc.org/
http://www.gefweb.org/
http://www.unep.org/
http://www.unops.org  
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