
How do Invasive Alien Species impact on biodiversity in the 
EU?
Title 

The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), among a host of other international studies, assessments and 
agreements, recognises IAS as a major driver of global biodiversity loss. It therefore urges its Parties (including 
the EU) to identify and prioritise IAS and their pathways of introduction, to manage these pathways to prevent 
introduction and establishment, and control or eradicate priority species. The International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and the EU-funded DAISIE project have each identified the 100 ‘worst’ invasive 
species threatening biodiversity and human livelihoods on the global and European scales. The following list 
provides a few examples of IAS impact on biodiversity in the EU - but the reality in total goes far beyond these 
few cases.

A note on terminology and ecology
The use of the term ‘Invasive Alien Species’ is widespread, is the choice of CBD and the EU, and is synonymous 
with invasive non-native species, or invasive exotic species. It must be emphasised, however, that the IAS 
problem is entirely one of human making, and no species is intrinsically ‘good’ or ‘bad’. The central issue is that 
geographical barriers around the world (oceans, mountains, deserts, currents etc) prevent biota from mixing and 
thus make evolution proceed independently in different regions. This generates and maintains a high proportion 
of global biodiversity. When people break down these barriers by moving species and letting them escape and 
establish, we inevitably drive down biodiversity.

 

Brief case studies

Download the factsheet

http://www.birdlife.org/sites/default/files/attachments/Fact-sheet-on-Invasive-Alien-Species-in-Europe.pdf
http://www.birdlife.org/sites/default/files/attachments/Fact-sheet-on-Invasive-Alien-Species-in-Europe.pdf


Aquatic plants

Water hyacinth, water primrose and NZ pigmyweed 

are three examples of freshwater aquatic plants that 

have become highly invasive. These species cause 

fundamental changes to freshwater habitats, covering 

large areas of wetland, including canals and other 

waterways. They block waterways and interfere with 

the oxygenation and movement of the water. They 

alter the composition of the aquatic community, 

decreasing its diversity. Often remedial action must be 

done by hand at a large economic cost.

Aquatic invertebrates

Waterways created or connected by people to aid 

transport facilitate the rapid spread of aquatic 

organisms. Signal crayfish, Red swamp crayfish and 

Spinycheek crayfish were all introduced from N 

America to be used for food, as bait or kept as pets. 

Some were released into the environment, where they 

transmitted the crayfish plague, a parasitic disease, to 

native European crayfish. The Chinese mitten crab 

and the Pacific oyster were introduced for human 

consumption in Europe but, now abundant and still 


