The Common Agriculture Policy reform
Title

Despite subsequent rounds of reform the CAP remains dysfunctional and wasteful.
Most money is still channelled into forms of income support that have scant relation
to the public goods delivered by farmers to the society.
Although most current CAP spending is untargeted and unfair, the CAP
remains the EU’s main tool for dealing with land use issues.
Land use is a key strategic concern whose importance will only increase in the
coming years when scarce resources become even scarcer and the effects of
climate change start to kick in. Therefore, there is a need for an EU-wide policy
targeting sustainable land management, food production and rural development.
Fundamental reform is needed if the CAP is to contribute tackling the many
challenges facing EU's lands (from massive biodiversity declines to degraded water
and soil quality) and to ensure taxpayers’ money is used efficiently and in the areas
where it is most needed.
Sustainable use of natural resources, and maintaining healthy and well-functioning
ecosystems is not just about protecting the environment for its own sake, it is also
vital for long-term European competitiveness and food security. Member States must
work together to ensure the right finances and policy structure is in place to facilitate
a new era of sustainable European land management.
Why the CAP doesn't fit
The EU Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) over the past 50 years has encouraged
intensive commercial production leading to a dramatic decline of farmland
biodiversity and environmental health in general. While the 2003 CAP reform has

mostly removed the artificial incentives to intensify by “decoupling” farm subsidies
from production and the last reform round stuck a green label on some of the
subsidies, the CAP still fails to address the many challenges agriculture and land
management face in the 21st century: biodiversity decline, water pollution and
unsustainable abstraction, soil degradation, climate change and increasing demand
for food and energy. Key explanatory elements:
Public money spent does not deliver public goods
Traditional farming (such as High Nature Value farming) does not receive
enough support
Funding for the environment and rural economy is limited
There is weak control and weak compliance with current rules
CAP reform 2014-2020
High expectations were put on the 2014-2020 CAP reform as greening was very high
on the political agenda. This policy should have been redesigned to support
sustainable agriculture and rural communities in order to meet the EU’s
environmental and social goals and commitments and ensure at the same time
Europe's long term food security.
Unfortunately, it seems more and more clear that we were in for a greenwash and
not a fundamental greening of the policy. One main reason is the review of the EU
budget happening in parallel of the CAP reform. The EU budget review was a unique
opportunity to develop and shape a long-term vision for all EU Policy, notably to put
the principle of “public money for public goods” at its heart. Accounting for more than
40% of the EU budget, the CAP's future was decisively at stake. The numbers were
decided before the content and hence the politicians got the money before they
needed to show results. Consequently, the environmental ambition of this reform
round was low from the very beginning.
With the ink being almost dry on the EU regulations, all eyes are now on Member
States and farmers and other stakeholders on the ground. Whether this policy will
still bear any fruit or just be a wasted opportunity will mostly depend on how effective
national and regional governments are implementing this reform and how many
farmers (and hence farmland) will be able to take up effective measures.
The CAP post 2020
A new round of reform will start shortly. This will aim to design the CAP post 2020.
The CAP post 2020 must correct the failures of the 2014-2020 Policy.
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