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Mount Mundo Perdldo - llterally, ‘Lost,
World’ in Portuguese — has‘the finest
~montane forests.in Timor= L'este and’perhaps
“the whole of Timor island. s importance
Was almost unknown until‘recent’ surveys,. ‘
but these have clearly shown that it merlts %
_consideration for management as a.new.

- Protected Area, as Jpart of the national
network being establlshed by the
Government of_Tllmor. Leste.
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Site details BirdLife

District: Viqueque; Baucau

Coordinates: 8°43’S 126°20°E
Area: 16,100 ha B

Altitude: 750-1,760 m IMPORTANT

BIRD AREA

Site description

The Mount Mundo Perdido Important Bird Area (IBA)
comprises an isolated mountain massif in central-east
Timor-Leste. It rises to a maximum altitude of 1,760 m,
with about 3,600 ha of land above 1,000 m, and the lower
boundary has been defined using the 750 m contour
(although this could be modified in the future to include
any areas of high-quality forest below this altitude and to
exclude any significant areas of human habitation or agri-
cultural land). Most of the IBA is in Ossu sub-district, at
the northern edge of Viqueque district, but it also includes
Mount Laritame (c.1,390 m), which lies 5 km to the north-
east of the peak of Mount Mundo Perdido in Vemasse and
Venilale sub-districts, at the southern edge of Baucau dis-
trict. There are four villages in the area: Ossu de Sima,
Luihuno, Builalae and Liaruca. The Builo range (c.1,200
m, with an area of ¢.3,000-4,000 ha) in Uaguia village, to
the south-east of Mundo Perdido, is not currently included
in the IBA, but might be added in the future if it proves to
support significant biodiversity.

Mount Mundo Perdido has been protected from agricul-
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The IBA is characterised by its rocky terrain, which is com-
prised mostly of karst limestone with skeletal soils.
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tural development by its steep and rocky terrain. It is com-
prised mostly of karst limestone with skeletal soils, al-
though there are deep organic soils in the forested areas
and heavy clay on some of the slopes and plains. Based on
data for nearby Ossu, the IBA has a highly seasonal climate
with a wet season running from December to May-June,
and a 4-5 month dry season from June-July to October. The
annual rainfall at Ossu is 1,956 mm (more than double that
of Dili), and the higher parts of Mount Mundo Perdido
presumably receive substantially greater precipitation
(perhaps 2,500-3,000 mm/yr), with additional moisture
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Map of Mount Mundo Perdido. The red line delineates the region that qualifies as an Important Bird Area, IBA, as defined by

BirdLife International (see Table).



Table 1. Threatened and restricted-range bird species re-
corded in the Mount Mundo Perdido IBA. The site clearly

meets the criteria to be considered as an Important Bird Area, as

defined by BirdLife International, under criterion Al: Globally
threatened species, and criterion A2: Restricted-range species

English name IUCN/
EBA
Dusky Cuckoo-dove Macropygia magna -/IRR
Slaty Cuckoo-dove Turacoena modesta NT/RR
Timor Imperial-pigeon Ducula cineracea EN/RR
Yellow-crested Cockatoo Cacatua sulphurea CR/-
Olive-headed Lorikeet Trichoglossus euteles -/IRR
Iris Lorikeet Psitteuteles iris NT/RR
Cinnamon-banded Kingfisher Todiramphus austral-  NT/RR
asla
Plain Friarbird Philemon inornatus -/IRR
Yellow-eared Honeyeater Lichmera flavicans -/IRR
Red-rumped Myzomela Myzomela vulnerata -/IRR
Plain Gerygone Gerygone inornata -/IRR
Fawn-breasted Whistler Pachycephala orpheus -/IRR
Timor Figbird Sphecotheres viridis -/IRR
Olive-brown Oriole Oriolus melanotis -/IRR
Timor Stubtail Urosphena subulata -/IRR
Timor Leaf-warbler Phylloscopus presbytes -/IRR
Spot-breasted White-eye Heleia muelleri NT/RR
Chestnut-backed Thrush Zoothera dohertyi NT/RR
Orange-banded Thrush Zoothera peronii NT/RR
Black-banded Flycatcher Ficedula timorensis NT/RR
Timor Blue-flycatcher Cyornis hyacinthinus -/IRR
Red-chested Flowerpecker Dicaeum maugei -/IRR
Timor Sparrow Padda fuscata NT/RR

Key

IUCN Threat Status: CR = Critically Endangered; EN = Endan-
gered; NT = Near threatened,;

Restricted range species (EBA 164: Timor and Wetar) are indi-
cated by RR

from near-nightly cloud-fall. Daytime temperatures aver-
age about 26-28°C at 1,200-1,400 m (18°C at night), and
perhaps 20-22°C at 1,700 m (10°C at night).

Although it is not a particularly large massif, Mount
Mundo Perdido is thought to include the largest remaining
area of closed-canopy tropical montane forest in Timor-
Leste and on Timor Island. The montane vegetation varies
in structure with elevation and disturbance regime, but it is
typically dominated by evergreen trees and shrubs (of up to
35 m tall), with numerous epiphytes (especially ferns, or-
chids and climbing pandan Freycinetia sp.). The forest
above 1,450 m is of lower stature (15-25 m) and above
1,600 m it has a more open canopy, with a dense shrub
layer and a ground layer of ferns (tree ferns Cyathea and
king fern Angiopteris evecta) and mosses. Below 1,000 m
there are remnants of tropical evergreen forest and small
patches of Casuarina junghuhniana and open Eucalyptus
urophylla forest. Historically, large areas on the lower
slopes of Mount Mundo Perdido were converted to agricul-
ture, and these have been maintained as grassland patches

by intensive livestock grazing and burning. Mount Lari-
tame comprises a few hundred hectares of montane forest,
with old agricultural fields and grassland.

Mount Mundo Perdido is the source of numerous springs
and creeks, and all of the villages below the mountain are
dependent on these watercourses for irrigating their rice-
fields, watering their livestock, and for drinking, cleaning
and cooking. Water is piped from several springs directly
to the villages in Ossu sub-district, and also to Venilale
which is 15 km to the north. The main human livelihoods
in the Mount Mundo Perdido area are cultivation of rice
and vegetable crops, raising livestock (buffalo, banteng,
horses, pigs, goats and chickens), and harvesting of timber,
rattan, orchids and ferns. There is a long history of agricul-
tural use, with many of the cultivated areas having been
cleared for vegetable gardens during Portuguese occupa-
tion 40-100 years ago. Coffee plantations covering about
200 ha were established in about 1900-1910, but the coffee
bushes have not been maintained for the past 40 years be-
cause of security issues, although the coffee is sometimes
harvested for local use. Large herds of horses, banteng and
buffalo are owned and managed by local villagers and
these graze the grassy lower slopes of the mountain. In
addition to these, many feral (unowned) banteng roam the
forested areas, having been abandoned by pro-Indonesian
families who fled the region in 1999 and did not return.

Birds

Mount Mundo Perdido is considered to be the richest tropi-
cal montane forest site in Timor-Leste, and is therefore
highly complementary to the recently-established lowland
Nino Konis Santana National Park. To date, 22 of the re-
stricted-range species of the Timor and Wetar Endemic
Bird Area have been recorded on the mountain, of which
one is globally threatened and eight are Near Threatened.
Small numbers of the Critically Endangered Yellow-
crested Cockatoo are also present. The IBA almost cer-
tainly hosts the largest, or among the largest, populations
on Timor Island of a suite of hill and montane bird species.
Most notable of these is the Endangered Timor Imperial
Pigeon Ducula cineracea, which was found to be abundant
during a dry season survey, but was much less vocal in the
wet season. Several other pigeons are also abundant, in-
cluding the restricted-range Slaty Cuckoo-dove Turacoena
modesta.

The IBA includes Mount Laritame, which lies 5 km to the
north-east of Mount Mundo Perdido






