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THE BRITISH BIRDWATCHING FAIR

LEICESTERSHIRE
AND RUTLAND




The Birdfair/RSPB Research Fund for Endangered Birds 

The British Birdwatching Fair (Birdfair) and the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) together provide grants to support research projects on any birds listed by IUCN as Endangered or Critically Endangered. Grants of up to US$2,000 are awarded, but funds are limited and demand is extremely high, so smaller requests are more likely to succeed than larger ones. In 2005/6, 20 grants were awarded (many of these co-funded with other organisations) from the 75 applications received. Projects that might qualify include searches for species with no or few currently known occupied sites, ecological research on poorly known species and work that clarifies the taxonomic or conservation status of threatened species. Priority is given to researchers working in their own country, particularly where they are working for or in collaboration with the local BirdLife Partner, and to researchers addressing research requirements identified by BirdLife International (see below). BirdLife Partner organisations themselves are invited to apply. Funds are not provided for international flights. A number of conditions apply to these awards (see the application form below).

The closing date for applications to the 2006/7 round of funding is September 30th, 2006. Successful applicants will be notified before February 2007.

Before you apply, please make sure that the species you intend to study qualifies for these grants by being classified as Endangered (EN) or Critically Endangered (CR) by BirdLife International on the IUCN Red List. If it does not, your application will be rejected immediately. Also, please see whether your research addresses any of the priority conservation actions identified for the species by BirdLife International. All this information is available from: http://www.birdlife.net/datazone/species/index.html
Who are we?

The 18th British Birdwatching Fair will take place in August 2006 at Rutland Water Nature Reserve – this is the UK national birdwatching event combining local and national support for international bird conservation. http://www.birdfair.org.uk/
The RSPB is the world’s largest bird conservation organisation, working for a healthy environment rich in birds and wildlife. It depends on the support and generosity of others to make a difference. http://www.rspb.org.uk/
The RSPB works with bird and habitat conservation organisations in a global partnership called BirdLife International. http://www.birdlife.net/
The Birdfair/RSPB Research Fund for Endangered Birds
Application Form

Please do not change existing box sizes

	Name
	Organisation

	
	

	Postal address
	E-mail address

	
	

	Title of project
	IUCN red list category of study species 

(please tick one)

	
	Endangered (EN)

Critically Endangered (CR)

	Amount requested (US$)
	Total cost of project if different (please indicate

where any additional funding will come from; will the project proceed if you do not raise it?)

	
	

	Description of project (max. 500 words; please indicate the need for the work, the aims and the methods 

you will use)

	

	Which of the priority conservation actions identified by BirdLife does your work address? (see http://www.birdlife.net/datazone/species/index.html) If none, why do you consider this research necessary? (max 200 words)

	

	How does this research contribute to any other ongoing or recent research or conservation work on this species? (max 200 words)

	

	Please describe your own experience and expertise and indicate your competence to undertake this work (max 200 words)

	

	What will the money be used for? Please provide short outline budget

	

	How will your results be publicised, published and used for conservation?

	

	Have you applied to, or will you apply to, any other organisations for funding for this project? If yes, please indicate the funding sources you approached and the outcome

	

	Have you applied to this fund before (or to the previous RSPB Small Research Grants scheme) and if so, what was the outcome?

	

	Please provide the names, positions and email contacts of two referees we could contact to find out more about you and your work. If possible, one of these should be a representative of the BirdLife Partner in the target country

	1.

2.



	Conditions of acceptance

	If your application is successful, you will be required to accept the following conditions. Please indicate below that

you would accept these conditions if awarded a grant

1. The Birdfair/RSPB Research Fund for Endangered Birds will be credited as a funder in all outputs from the project

2. A summary of the results and a financial summary will be sent to the Fund organiser within 12 months 

3. If appropriate, the results of the work will be submitted to a scientific journal for publication 

4. The funds provided will be used solely to support the work described in this application

5. Birdfair/RSPB retains the right to publicise or otherwise use the results of this work to promote the conservation of 

    the species

6. Successful applicants work at their own risk, and the RSPB and the British Birdfair accept no responsibility 

    for any loss or injury arising from this work

7. The work will be undertaken in an ethical manner and will conform to all relevant national and international laws

8. The fund manager may copy this application form to others for comment or information

I accept these conditions  ………………………………………                       date……………………

                                                (typed name is acceptable)

	

	Please return this form by email to paul.donald@rspb.org.uk, with your surname (family name) followed by the English name of the species in the Subject field. Alternatively, you can submit by fax to +44 1767 692365 (marked “FAO Paul Donald”) or by post to Dr Paul Donald, RSPB, The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL, UK.








