Job Description

Job title: Project Development Specialist for Nature Seychelles

Department: BirdLife International Africa Partnership Secretariat/Fundraising

Responsible to:  Nature Seychelles CEO,

Day to day reporting to: Regional Director, BirdLife Africa Partnership Secretariat


Working relationship with:  Nature Seychelles Director, Strategic Operations and 					African Partnership Secretariat staff

Overall purpose:  To increase the project portfolio and resources of Nature Seychelles and the BirdLife Africa Partnership more generally.

Main Duties:

Raise project funds by:

· Researching and listing the funding targets and priorities
· Developing project proposals (input from Nature Seychelles and BirdLife Africa Secretariat staff)
· Submitting/Selling project proposals to the appropriate donors/funders
· Following up with donors/funders

Necessary a priori tasks:

· Identifying the appropriate donors/funders (eligibility, appropriateness, grant sizes etc) 
· Developing good relations with these donors/funders and promoting the value of Nature Seychelles to them.
· Understanding Nature Seychelles as an organization, its current activities and its potential for new work and projects. 
· Understanding the “market” - funders objectives – so those can be expressed  as project proposals that are implementable by Nature Seychelles ( being “market driven”)
· Understanding of the natural environment (terrestrial, marine, coastal), issues, and the special context in Seychelles, and the competitive advantage of  Nature Seychelles (vs. potential competitors) e.g. subjects such as climate change, coastal management, marine protected areas, ecotourism, fisheries, environmental education and island biodiversity could be key areas for project development if matching donors can be found.
· Understanding of the BirdLife Partnership and how it works, familiarization with the BirdLife Africa Partnership Programme 2009-2012

Other considerations:

· Concentrating on developing projects of substantive sizes where implementation builds Nature Seychelles and is not a burden.
· Developing some projects as instructed by Nature Seychelles based on available local funding opportunities.
· Traveling to Seychelles for an introduction to Nature Seychelles and Seychelles in general, and any other meetings as required and approved
· Traveling to come to closure with “warm” funders as required and as approved 
· Ensuring development of a minimum number of “regional” project proposals per annum for the BirdLife International Africa Partnership as agreed by the Steering Committee of the Project Development Initiative

Strategy in writing/funding projects - in order of priority:

1. National projects led by Nature Seychelles
2. Regionally based projects led by Nature Seychelles and including others
3. Regionally based projects which includes Nature Seychelles but is led by BirdLife and/or others as appropriate

Special requirements:

· Excellent track record of bilateral/multilateral fundraising particularly project proposal writing. (Candidate to present list of projects proposals and donors he/she has developed and the success ratio)
· Being able to quickly understand priorities in funding needs and fitting Nature Seychelles’’ needs to funders’ objectives
· Proven networking experience in multi-national environments
· Ability to work with little supervision
· Must be adaptable and culturally sensitive, and able to pursue new and unfamiliar challenges
· Ability to cooperate and communicate with very different target groups.
· Fluency in English and preferably French or another European language
· Willingness to travel
· Experience in working with NGOs
· Familiarity with NGO and government relationships
· Good understanding of conservation, socio-economic and political issues pertaining to Small Island States and mainland Africa
· 

Contract duration:
· Two years with a possibility of extension.  Probation period of six months applies.
