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MEDIA RELEASE


Abolition of set-aside jeopardising achievement of Biodiversity target

Brussels, September 24 2008 – This week, BirdLife International (1) sent a letter to the European Commissioner for the Environment, Stavros Dimas, to express its concern about the EU Common Agricultural Policy Health Check proposals which include the abolition of compulsory set-aside from 2009. BirdLife fears for the negative effects of this decision for biodiversity in the farmed countryside. Already today, following last year’s decision to fix the set-aside rate to 0 %, set-aside land is disappearing at an alarming rate, taking with it precious nesting and feeding habitats for many bird species such as the Little Bustard Tetrax tetrax, Corn Bunting Miliaria Calandra and the Grey Partridge Perdix perdix.
BirdLife calls for immediate action by the EU to retain any chance of meeting its own target of halting biodiversity decline by 2010 and to enhance the resilience of rural ecosystems in the light of climate change adaptation. 

Ariel Brunner, EU Agriculture Policy Officer explains: “The measures proposed by the Commission to compensate for the loss of set-aside within the CAP Health Check, though essential, will fail to capture the environmental benefits of set-aside as the agri environment schemes are voluntary for farmers and will thus not cover the entire countryside, and buffers, without guidance on size or management prescriptions, are likely to deliver very little for wildlife in most Member States.” 

BirdLife International requests therefore a meaningful and effective environmental replacement for set-aside in the form of an obligation to farmers, receiving EU subsidies, to maintain a set percentage of their land as Environmental Priority Areas, specifically managed for biodiversity. It warns that as the Commission has chosen not to address this problem through the CAP, Commissioner Dimas must now take action to ensure, at least, that Member States will comply with the legal obligation under the Birds Directive to take the necessary measures to preserve, maintain or re-establish a sufficient diversity and area of habitats. 

For more information, please contact:
Herlinde Herpoel, Media and Communication Manager at BirdLife International - 
Tel: +32 494 542 844, Herlinde.herpoel@birdlife.org
Ariel Brunner, EU Agriculture Policy Officer of BirdLife International, Tel: +32 2 280 08 30, Ariel.brunner@birdlife.org 
Notes for the editor

[1] BirdLife International is a global alliance of conservation NGOs working in more than 100 countries and territories that, together, are the leading authority on the status of birds, their habitats and the issues and problems affecting them. BirdLife is represented in 42 European countries and in all 27 Member States. http://www.birdlife.org/action/campaigns/farming_for_life/index.html
You can find out more about BirdLife’s Policy work on the CAP Health Check by clicking on the following link: http://www.birdlife.org/eu/Agriculture/eu_agriculture5.html 
Sign up to BirdLife’s e-newsletter today to receive a monthly update on BirdLife’s activities on EU Policy at: http://europe.birdlife.org 
