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® 2010 - Only three years away
e |IFE+ and Natura 2000 financing
e Protection of forests

e Rural Development and Agriculture
Policy

o \Wild Bird Trade
e Marine Environment and Fisheries

e Footprint of Europe in the world
and CBD

e Combating Climate Change and
adapting to its effects

e Delivering a green and prosperous
Europe

Introduction from the President of NABU, BirdLife Germany

2 With the Presidency of both the European Union and the G8 during the first half of 2007,
the German Federal Government takes on an enormous challenge. Discussions on the
future of Europe and the Constitutional Treaty will take place at the June 2007 Summit.
3 These discussions present an important opportunity for European leaders to address the
issues that matter to European citizens. Euro barometer opinion polls consistently show
strong public support for EU policy on the environment. Heads of State and Government
should therefore continue to champion the environment as a top priority for EU action
4 during discussions on the future of Europe. In addition, halting biodiversity loss by 2010,
tackling climate change, protecting Europe’s marine environment and safeguarding pri-
mary forests must also be top priorities for the Presidency.

Key challenges for the German Presidency

g Halting loss of biodiversity — from commitment to action

The “Biodiversity Communication” that the European Commission published in May
7 2006 and its "EU Action Plan to 2010 and beyond” clearly show how to reach the target
to which Heads of State and Government have repeatedly committed themselves: to halt

Reit Kite'by-Koen Devos:

the loss of biodiversity by 2010. With only three years to go, the German Presidency will
play a vital role in transforming warm words into affirmative action at all levels of govern-
ment: EU, national, regional and local.

Making Europe’s footprint in the world sustainable

The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment clearly shows that biodiversity conservation is
not a luxury: mankind can only survive if natural resources and ecosystem services can be
conserved for future generations, worldwide. Real progress must be achieved during the
German EU and G8 Presidencies in halting global biodiversity loss, tackling climate chan-
ge and protecting seas and forests. This is essential for our health, wealth and wellbeing.

Olaf Tschimpke,
President of NABU
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2010 - Only three years away

The EU and its Member States have committed them-
selves under the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD) to significantly reducing global biodiversity loss by
2010. In addition, their Heads of State and Government
have promised to halt the loss in biodiversity at EU level
by the same date.

The European Commission’s Biodiversity Communication
and Action Plan of 22 May 2006 have outlined the
measures necessary to achieve the 2010 target. Following
Council endorsement of the Commission’s strategy in
2006, the German Presidency must make sure that it is
implemented fully and effectively.

The EU’s Birds and Habitats Directives are world-class
nature protection laws, the full implementation of which
is essential to meet the 2010 target. The Natura 2000
network established by these Directives is almost complete,
at least on land.

Now the time has come to make Natura 2000 work and to
benefit from its many opportunities: Member States and
stakeholders must focus on developing and using site mana-

The German Presidency should:

gement plans, on undertaking continuous monitoring of
habitats and species, and on increasing the financial support
for all these activities. In this way, Natura 2000 can benefit
biodiversity and people, especially in the less developed
areas of Europe.

In order to help nature to adapt to climate change, the
coherence and connectivity of the Natura 2000 network
must be improved, and biodiversity concerns fully integra-
ted into all types of land management activities, inside and
outside protected areas.

But the Directives do not work in isolation. The 2010 tardet
can only be met if biodiversity conservation is integrated
into all EU policies (in line with Article 6 of the EC Treaty),
otherwise harmful subsidies or legislation (e.¢. through the
Common Agricultural Policy) can jeopardise the successes
achieved by the Nature Directives. It is therefore essential
that other policies in areas such as agriculture, forestry,
transport, structural and regional planning are made more
biodiversity friendly and that new instruments for respon-
sible and sustainable EU land management are explored.

2

- Strongly promote the full and swift implementation of the “EU Action Plan to 2010 and beyond™ and ensure that best practice

is shared between Member States and all levels of government

- Support and promote the completion of the Natura 2000 network at EU, national and regional level, including management
planning, monitoring and adequate financing. In this respect, special attention should be paid to marine Natura 2000 sites

- Make significant progress on integrating nature conservation and environmental protection into all policy areas and their
financing instruments, particularly in the agricultural, transport, forest and regional planning sectors

White Stork by Maris Strazds
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LIFE+ and Natura 2000 financing

The German Presidency will be tasked with finding final
agreement on the much-delayed EU financial instru-
ment for the environment, LIFE+.

In.its 2004 Communication on Natura 2000 financing,
the Commission introduced the idea of "integrating’ Natura
2000 provisions-into- the-major EU spending streams,
particularly rural development and the structural funds,
as the main way of ensuring sufficient funding for the
management of the network. The German Presidency will
have a key role in assessing how this integration approach
is working in practice.

When negotiating a final deal on the financial perspective
2007-2013 in April 2006, the EU Institutions allocated
an additional EUR 100 million to Natura 2000 measures
under LIFE+. Yet only EUR 50 million of this additional
funding has so far been allocated to the LIFE+ budget, lea-
ving the remainder in a financial black hole. This situation
must be rectified. At the same time, 50% of LIFE+ funds
should be ringfenced for biodiversity.

The German Presidency should:

- Ensure that the management of project funds under LIFE+ is not split between Member States and the European Commission;
this would be unworkable and ineffective

- Ensure that the additional EUR 100 million is allocated to Natura 2000 measures under LIFE+, in accordance with the Inter-
Institutional Agreement on the financial perspective of April 2006

« Allocate at least 50% of the LIFE+ budget to nature and biodiversity, reflecting the financial perspective deal and the impor-
tance of LIFE+ for achieving the target to halt biodiversity loss by 2010

- Urge the Commission to undertake a thorough analysis of the ‘integration” approach to Natura 2000 financing and make
suggestions to tackle any problems identified

- Arrange a joint conference of European Environment and Agriculture Ministries, in order to discuss and initiate new integra-
tive approaches for financing Natura 2000 based on the experiences from the then completed financing programme phases
(LIFE+, agricultural, structural and fisheries funds)

- Ensure that Natura 2000 financing is a key issue for the EU Budget Review in 2008/2009

Protection of forests

urope is one of the biggest market places for illegally So far, the results of this process have not been satisfactory.

Corncrake by Christof Bobzin

logged timber from tropical- and primary forests. At
European level the Forest Law Enforcement, Governance
and Trade (FLEGT) process has been initiated in order to
stop these imports on the basis of voluntary partnership
agreements.

The protection of the last ancient forests and the develop-
ment of additional effective instruments-have to be coordi-
nated and heavily promoted at European and international
level. Moreover, the trade in timber from illegally logged
and unsustainably managed forests must be stopped.

. Great Spotted Woodpecker by, Susan Gough
The German Presidency should: P

- Guarantee a standard for the negotiations on voluntary partnership agreements as measures against illegal logging (EU FLEGT
Process) that satisfies the sustainability demands of the World Summits in Rio and Johannesburg

- Press ahead with the negotiations on Prevented Deforestation as a cross-sectional task of the Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Convention on Biodiversity (CBD), so that both long-range protection of the last primary
forests and the urgently needed reduction of fossil CO2 emissions are ensured

- Urge the European Commission to present proposals for further legislative EU measures to stop the import of and trade in
illegally logged timber by March 2007 at the latest. These proposals should be swiftly adopted by the European Parliament
and the Council of Ministers
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Rural Development and Agriculture Policy

ver recent decades, intensive agriculture promoted by

the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) has led to the
degradation of habitats, water and traditional landscapes
and to the dramatic loss of wildlife across Europe.

The agricultural reforms agreed in 2003 represent an
important step forward in reconciling the interests of the
environment, farming and society. However, the CAP is
still failing to deliver for the EU’s environment and wildlife:

the financial perspective 2007-2013 slashed the funds
for rural development, precisely the forward-looking part
of the CAP that provides targeted funding for the delivery
of environmental objectives and sustainable development.
A full review of EU spending is envisaged in 2008. This
opportunity must not be missed and requires an urgent
and serious debate about the long-term funding priorities
of the CAP and the need for an immediate and substantial
shift of CAP funds into rural development.

The German Presidency should:

- Start a debate, in the run-up to the EU Budget Review, about the future funding priorities of the CAP and the need for a com-
prehensive and tardeted system to pay for the environmental services delivered by farmers and other land managers. Such a
system should be the long-term substitute for the current ineffective mechanisms of the CAP’s first pillar (direct aid and market

expenditure)

- Ensure that the mid-term review of the CAP budget in 2008 secures sufficient funding for agri-environment schemes and
Natura 2000 by significantly increasing compulsory modulation

- Ensure that existing environmental standards are not lowered as part of the CAP simplification process

- Ensure that the development of energy crops delivers si¢nificant ¢greenhouse gas savings while not increasing pressure on bio-
diversity, water and soils. This includes the creation of an effective certification system to guarantee that bioenergy is produced
in a sustainable way, both domestically and abroad. Particular attention should be given to ensuring the maintenance of the
biodiversity benefits currently provided by mandatory set aside

Wild Bird Trade

irdLife International, alongside other nature conserva-

tion, veterinary and animal welfare organisations (e.g.
the Federation of Veterinarians of Europe and the World
Parrot Trust) call on the EU to ban unsustainable imports
of wild birds. The EU is the last large-scale importer of wild
birds, accounting for nearly 90 % of global imports of regis-
tered wild birds, totalling 1.7 to 2 million birds each year.
Germany is one of the EU s main consumers of exotic wild
birds. Scientific studies suggest that up to 60 % of birds die
during capture, transport and quarantine, raising serious
questions about waste and welfare in this trade. Import
of wild birds could also pose a significant and costly pest
control problem to the EU.

Experience in other countries such as the USA (Wild Birds
Conservation Act, 1992), Canada, Israel and Australia
show that halting imports of wild birds may also reduce the
illegal trade significantly, preventing large-scale laundering

The German Presidency should:

opportunities. Stricter regulation could therefore also make
customs controls easier, contributing to lower bureaucracy
and administrative costs in Europe.

Due to health risks associated with Avian Influenza, the
European Commission has established a trade ban since
autumn 2005, which was recently prolonged until March
2007.

During the German EU-presidency, also COP 14 of CITES
takes place in June 2007 in the Netherlands, which will
look into ways how to improve protection of endangered
species and improve trade with them. BirdLife International
recognises the role and successes of CITES in regulating
trade of endangered species, but believes that as an envi-
ronmental leader the EU should adopt much more progres-
sive measures. The trade of wild caught birds should be
banned unless sustainability and conservation criteria can
be explicitly met by exporting countries.

« As a priority, put the issue of the wild bird trade on the agenda of one Environment Council and adopt Council conclusions
calling on the Commission to initiate an assessment and change in policy

- Commit itself to a general ban on wild bird imports unless traders can show scientifically, on a case by case basis, that the trade
is sustainable, guaranteeing conservation benefits for the species concerned
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Marine environment and fisheries

As aresponse to the increasingly critical state of European
oceans and seas, and the obligations outlined in the
Sixth Environmental Action Programme, the Commission
published a Thematic Strategy for the Protection and
Conservation of the Marine Environment, accompanied by
a legislative instrument: the Marine Strategy Directive.

At its First Reading vote in November 2006, the European

need for a more ambitious Directive with specific and legal-
ly binding criteria for the definition of "¢ood environment
status" and better integration of environment concerns
into other Community policies, especially the Common
Fisheries Policy. Building on the work of the Finnish
Presidency, the German Presidency must ensure that the
Marine Strategy Directive is robust and effective, and that
it provides long-term protection for Europe’s seas.

Parliament sent a clear message to the Council regarding the

The German Presidency should:

- Adopt a strong and robust Marine Strategy Directive, including criteria defining “Good Environmental status”, as a key tool for
conserving marine biodiversity

- Ensure that the targets of the Directive will be fully implemented in all other EU-policies, especially the Common Fisheries
Policy

- Make sure that the Marine Strategy Directive is firmly incorporated into the Green Paper "The Future Maritime Policy of the
European Union: A European Vision for Oceans and Seas™ to secure an-ecosystem-based and precautionary approach to managing
human activities in the marine environment

- Urge the Commission and the Member States to establish a network of marine protected areas within the European and in the
High Seas

- Advocate a coherent European position in support of long-lasting protection of marine biodiversity at UN level

Kestrel by G. Einstein

Footprint of Europe in the world-and CBD

everal studies have underlined that the global loss of

biodiversity is still ongoing at a frightening rate. The
Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, a major study by
1.400 scientists, estimated that approximately 60 percent
of ecosystem services have been dramatically impaired
over the past 50 years. Europe and its Member States are
clearly responsible for much of this global biodiversity loss.
The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment has provided a

The German Presidency should:

conceptual framework for understanding the problem and
analysing existing data. Leading scientists and NGOs conse-
quently call for the establishment of a permanent body
of scientists to assess trends in biodiversity, similar to the
Interdovernmental Panel on Climate Change. The French
government is currently funding a consultative process
called “IMoSEB™ on this issue.

- Build political momentum, both as EU and G8-President, in favour of achieving the 2010 target, including by tackling cli-
mate change, protecting primary forests and safeguarding high seas, and, in so doing, reduce the EU’s “ecological footprint™.
Reaching these targets will depend on an integrated strategy for the conservation, sustainable use and equitable sharing of
benefits of biological diversity throughout the world

- Work, together with the following EU Presidencies (Portugal and Slovenia), on ambitious goals for COP 9 of the CBD in May
2008 in Germany

- Help to make IMoSEB work and try to ensure regular funding sources for this mechanism
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Combating Climate Change and adapting to its effects

ccording to the Inter-dovernmental Panel on Climate

Change (IPCC), if no action is taken, human-induced
global warming may lead to a rise in average global tem-
perature of up to 5.8°C by 2100. Such a massive, short-
term temperature rise would push the world’s adaptation
capacities to a breaking point and cause a massive crisis
for humankind’s physical, economic, political and social
infrastructures.

Climate Change also poses the bigdest long-term threat to
gdlobal biodiversity. Even under a ‘mid-warming” scenario,
up to one-third of all land-based plants and animals could
by the 2050s be committed towards extinction. We must
immediately direct our efforts to cutting greenhouse gas
emissions, so that temperature rises are restricted to less
than 2°C. Above this, climate change will be dangerously
out of control, risking triggering ‘tipping points’ such as the
melting of major ice-sheets, producing impacts that are both
devastating and irreversible.

Increasing energy efficiency and the promotion of renewa-
ble energies are key tools for tackling climate change.
Renewables must however be developed in truly sustaina-
ble way. As far as the development of biofuels and biomass
production is concerned, it is essential that these renewables
deliver real greenhouse gas emissions reductions and do not
harm biodiversity (e.g. through an EU wide mandatory
certification system).

The German Presidency should:

There will be many opportunities for taking forward the
EU’s climate change agenda during the German Presidency.
For example, there will be a full review of the EU Emissions
Trading System. Secondly, discussions will take place on
opting aviation into the Emissions Trading System. Thirdly,
there will be a debate among leaders at the Spring Summit
on an “Energy Policy for Europe”. The EU must seize these
opportunities to cut greenhouse gas emissions significantly
and rapidly. This is essential if Europe is to demonstrate
international leadership on climate change.

For decades to come however, climate change is irrever-
sible. Therefore adaptation strategies must be developed
which enable wildlife and people to adapt to its likely
consequences. Biodiversity conservation and the protec-
tion of the natural environment are essential if we are to
improve our ability to cope with climate change.

Aquatic Warbler by Tomasz Cofta

« Negotiate for a “Post Kyoto™ agreement under which all major polluting countries are bound to tardets capable of limiting the
average global temperature rise to 2°C. Action must also be taken to halt emissions from tropical deforestation, which cur-
rently account for at least 20% of global emissions

- Champion policies in the EU that will deliver substantial emission cuts across Europe. Crucially, the German Presidency must
press for a meaningful and enforceable cap on emissions through the EU Emissions Trading Scheme and allocate permits
through auctioning

- Promote an EU energy policy with environmental sustainability at its heart. The policy must seek to improve energy efficiency
and to increase the use of renewable energies, while taking biodiversity concerns into consideration

- In the discussions on the revision of Biofuels Directive champion the creation of an EU wide mandatory certification system
to ensure sustainability of biofuels both domestically produced and imported

- Support the development of an EU adaptation strategy, which stresses the importance of healthy ecosystems and biodiversity
in a changing climate
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Delivering a green and prosperous Europe

rotecting wildlife benefits society: ecosystems deliver

the services and resources our economy depends on
and sustain and enhance our health; nature conservation
offers educational opportunities and it contributes to the
regeneration of communities. While we should protect
nature for its own sake (because it has a right to exist),
doing so safeguards the environment that we depend on for
our quality of life and long-term survival, and hands over a
healthy planet to future generations.

It is essential that discussions on the Lisbon strategy at
the Spring Summit 2007 recognise the links between
environmental protection, human wellbeing and economic
development. “Better regulation”, which is likely to feature
strongly in the debate, must not lead to the stifling of new
environmental policy initiatives or a rolling back of existing
environmental legislation. Rather, this agenda should bring
about a renewed commitment to mainstreaming environ-
mental protection into all EU policies.

The German Presidency should:

EU environmental policy has been a success story. For
example, the EU Birds Directive is working well in the broa-
dest public interest across Europe safeguarding important
areas for people and wildlife. Moreover, evidence shows
that good environmental regulation promotes competitive-
ness and planning security for investors: the Nordic coun-
tries score very highly on global competitiveness, yet have
high levels of environmental protection. Recent studies
undertaken in the Member States have emphasised the
value of high standards of environmental regulation in
creating economic competitiveness.

There is a strong political as well as policy case for EU
ambition on the environment. Opinion polls consistently
show strong public support for action at EU level on the
environment.

- Highlight the links between environmental protection, human wellbeing and economic development during discussions on

the Lisbon strategy at the Spring Summit

- Ensure that the debate on “Better Regulation” does not lead to the stifling or weakening of EU environmental policy

- Champion environmental protection as a top priority for EU action on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Treaty of
Rome and during discussions on the “Future of Europe” at the June Summit, and

- Take forward delivery of the Sustainable Development Strategy that was adopted at the Summit in June 2006, including the
development of a set of indicators to measure the progress of the Strategy. A biodiversity indicator — such as the “common bird

index” — must feature in this limited set of indicators

Little Owl by Joaquin Lopez-Rojas.
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BirdLife International Partnership

The BirdLife International Partnership strives to conserve
birds, their habitats, and global biodiversity working with
people towards sustainability in the use of natural resources.
This memorandum to the German Presidency was produced
by the European Division of BirdLife International and NABU,
the Partner of BirdLife International in Germany. For further

information please contact either:

European Division

BirdLife International

Avenue de la Toison d'or 67,

BE- 1060, Brussels, Belgium

Tel +32 2280 08 30 - Fax +32 2230 38 02

Germany

Naturschutzbund Deutschland (NABU)
German Society for Nature Conservation
Herbert-Rabius-Str. 26, DE-53225 Bonn, Germany
Tel +49 228 40 36-0 - Fax +49 228 40 36-200

Austria

BirdLife Osterreich - Gesellschaft fiir
Vogelkunde,BirdLife Austria
Museumsplatz 1/10/8, A-1070 Wien, Austria
Tel +43 1523 46 51 - Fax +43 1 524 70 40

Belgium

BirdLife Belgium vzw

Kardinaal Mercierplein 1,

BE-2800 Mechelen, Belgium

Tel +32 15 297249 - Fax +32 15 424921

Bulgaria

Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds
(BSPB)

P.0.Box 50, BG-1111 Sofia, Bulgaria

Tel +359 2 971 5855 - Fax +359 2 971 5856

Cyprus

Cyprus Ornithological Society (COS)
PO Box 28076,

CY Nicosia 2090, Cyprus

Tel +357 2632155 - Fax +357 2383310

Czech Republic

Czech Society for Ornithology (CSO)
Hornomfcholupska 34,

CZ-102 00 Praha 10, Czech Republic

Tel +420 2 748 66 700 - Fax +420 2 748 66 700

Denmark

Dansk Ornitologisk Forening (DOF - BirdLife DK)
Vesterbrogade 140,

DK-1620 Copenhagen V, Denmark

Tel +45 3331 4404 - Fax +45 3331 2435

Estonia

Estonian Ornithological Society (EOS)
PO Box 227, 50002 Tartu, Estonia.
Visiting: Veski Str. 4

Tel +372 7 422 195 - Fax +372 7 422 180

Finland

BirdLife Suomi - Finland

Annankatu 29 A, P.O. Box 1285, FI-00101 Helsinki,
Finland

Tel +358 9 4135 3300 - Fax +358 9 4135 3322

France

Ligue pour la protection des oiseaux (LPO)
La Corderie Royale, B.P. 90263, FR-17305
ROCHEFORT CEDEX, France

Tel +33 546 8212 34

Fax +33 546 83 95 86, +33 546 82 12 50

Greece

Hellenic Ornithological Society (HOS)
Vas. Hrakleiou 24, GR-10682 Athens, Greece
Tel/Fax +30 10 8227 937, +30 10 8228 704

Hungary

Hungarian Ornithological and Nature
Conservation Society MME/BirdLife Hungary
Koltd u. 21, Pf. 391, HU-1536 Budapest, Hungary
Tel +36 1 275 62 47 - Fax +36 1 275 62 67

Ireland

BirdWatch Ireland

Rockingham House,

Newcastle, Co, Wicklow, Ireland

Tel +353 1 281 9878 - Fax +353 1 281 9763

Italy

LIPU (Lega Italiana Protezione Uccelli)

Via Trento 49, IT-43100 Parma, Italy

Tel +39 0521 27 30 43 - Fax +39 0521 27 3419

Latvia

Latvian Ornithological Society LOB
AK. 1010, LV- 1050 Riga, Latvia

Tel +371 72 21 580 - Fax +371 76 03 100

Lithuania

Lithuanian Ornithological Society LOD
Naugarduko St. 47-3, LT-2006 Vilnius, Lithuania
Tel +370 5213 04 98 - Fax +370 5213 04 98

Luxembourg

Létzebuerder Natur- a Vulleschutzliga LNVL
Kréizhaff, Rue de Luxembourg,

LU-1899 Kockelscheuer, Luxembourg

Tel +352 29 04 04-1 - Fax +352 29 05 04

Malta

BirdLife Malta

57 Marina Court, Flat 28, Abate Rigord Street,
MT-Ta" Xbiex, MSD 12, Malta

Tel +356 21 34 76 46 - Fax +356 21 34 32 39

The Netherlands

Vogelbescherming Nederland Netherlands Society
for the Protection of Birds

PO Box 925, NL-3700 AX Zeist, Netherlands
Tel+31 30 69 37700 - Fax +31 30 69 18844

Poland

Polish Society for the Protection of Birds OTOP
Hallera 4/2, PL-80-401 Gdansk 50, Poland

Tel +48 58 341 2693 - Fax +48 58 341 2693

Portugal

Sociedade portuguesa para o estudo das aves
(SPEA)

Avenida da Liberdade 105-2°Esq,

1250-140 Lishoa, Portugal

Tel +351-21 213 220430 - Fax +351-21 213 220439

Romania

Romanian Ornithological Society (ROS) /
BirdLife

Str. Gheorghe Dima 49/2

RO-400336 Cluj Napoca, Romania

Tel / Fax +40 264 438 086

Slovakia

Slovak Ornithological Society (SOS)/BirdLife
Slovakia

Mlynské Nivy 41, SK-821 09 Bratislava 2, Slovakia
Tel +421 2 5542 2185 - Fax +421 2 5542 2186

Slovenia

DOPPS - BirdLife Slovenia

Prvomajska 9, PO Box 2722,

SI-1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia

Tel +386 1 544 12 30 - Fax +386 1 544 12 35

Spain

Sociedad Espafiola de Ornitologia (SEO/BirdLife)
Spanish Ornithological Society

Melquiades Biencinto 34, ES-28053 Madrid, Spain
Tel +34 91 4340910 - Fax +34 91 4340911

Sweden

Sveriges ornitolgiska forening (SOF) Swedish
Ornithological Society

Ekhagsvdgen 3, SE-104 05 Stockholm, Sweden
Tel +46 8 612 25 30 - Fax +46 8 612 25 36

United Kingdom

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB)
The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL, UK

Tel +44 1 767 68 05 51 - Fax +44 1 767 69 23 65

Printed on chlorine free and 100% recycled paper n
This brochure is supported by the RSPB, NABU, Vogelbescherming Nederland and the European Commission
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