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Protection of Birds (BSPB), BirdLife Partner in Bulgaria, has
recently submitted a new complaint to the European
Commission regarding the insufficient designation and
protection of the Natura 2000 sites called Kaliakra. Read
more

Maltese celebrities campaigning against Spring
Hunting- Thirteen well-known Maltese personalities added
their voice this February to BirdLife Malta's campaign to
stop spring hunting. Read more

The beautiful Morava river floodplain enjoyed by
more people- The Slovak Ornithological Society
(SOS)/BirdLife Slovakia trained eight new nature guides
and coordinated ten pilot excursions for schools and the
public to the Morava river floodplain. Read more

From the Conservation Point of View

Lesser White-fronted Geese link
Norway to Azerbaifarn- In January
2008 the first part of a joint program
between Azeri and Norwegian
ornithologists  took  place in
Azerbaijan. Read more

Updating [IBA data in Greece- The Hellenic
Ornithological Society (HOS) / BirdLife Greece is currently
involved in the update of two important national
publications, namely the 'Important Bird Areas of Greece'
and the 'Red Data Book of Greece', both of which are
expected to be published within 2008. Read more

Conservation of the Manx Shearwater in Madeira-
The Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus is one of most
unknown seabird species that breeds in the Macaronesian
archipelago (Madeira, Azores and Canaries). Read more

What's More

Meet the Communicator!- For this issue, we've teamed
up with Maro Savvopoulou, the Communication Officer at
HOS, the Hellenic Ornithological Society/BirdLife in Greece.
Read more

This publication receives its support by the
European Commission and the RSPB.
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In recent years, awareness about the problem of climate change el
has increased hugely at both political and public levels, as has the
need for action to address this threat. At the same time, however,
it is ironic that the unprecedented and very welcome focus on this _ .

. . . Feceived this as a
challenge risks overshadowing other equally important e | e

environmental issues, such as biodiversity decline.

Although Europe has a target of halting biodiversity decline by

2010, initiatives and measures continue to undermine this goal,

and there is currently no sign of the decline slowing — let alone
halting — either in Europe or globally. Unsustainable land use

policies, such as the EU CAP, and even some measures proposed

to help fight climate change, like biofuels, can have devastating

consequences for biodiversity and the ecosystems we depend on.

As part of the measures necessary to withstand and combat
climate change, nature protection and conservation will continue
to play a fundamental role. Healthy and robust ecosystems, rich in
biodiversity and capable of carrying out their vital services and
functions, are much more resilient to climate change. They are
also much better at protecting us from its effects, including floods,
extreme weather events and fires. Conversely, degraded
ecosystems stripped of their natural functions may not only fail to
protect us, but can even add to increased extreme effects, for
example by increasing the risk of landslides.

Nature conservation is not a luxury, nor is it an option: it is our life
insurance for the future. During these times of climate change, we
therefore need more nature protection, not less.

Having said all this, it is also important not only to speak of the
need for protecting biodiversity in a ‘functional’ way. Biodiversity,
wildlife, the plants and animals around us, should also be
protected and treasured for their own intrinsic value. They have
enormous aesthetic and emotional appeal, bring calmness and
serenity to people living stressful lives, selflessly share their
habitats with us, and let us into their private worlds. It is simply
good to know they are there, and with our help will continue to be
there forever, because a world without them would be much
poorer.

To return to the Newsletter, please close this page
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in the fight against climate change

On February 14th, BirdLife International presented "A

Climatic Atlas of European Breeding Birds' at a high-level
event in the Headquarters of the European Commission, in

the presence of the Commissioner for the Environment, Mr.

Stavros Dimas.

The new Atlas predicts that in the course of the 215t
century the changing climate will force many bird species to
move into new areas. For many of them this will prove
difficult, especially as they are suffering from habitat
destruction and unsustainable landuse already today.
Increased risks of extinctions in Europe will be the likely
consequence, for example for the Spanish Imperial Eagle
Aquila adalberti. The authors of the Atlas call upon decision
makers to take decisive action in order to prevent major
problems in Europe's natural environment.

During the event, speeches were given by Commissioner
for the Environment Stavros Dimas, Dr. Clairie Papazoglou,
Director of the European Division of BirdLife International,
Dr. Rhys Green from the University of Cambridge and one
of the authors of the Climatic Atlas and Dr. Mark Avery,
Conservation Director at the RSPB/BirdLife UK. Receiving
the Atlas from the hands of Prof. Rhys Green Commissioner
Dimas congratulated BirdLife for this major advancement in
the understanding of the expected impacts of climate
change. He underlined the need for a higher priority for

http://system.newzapp.co.uk/GPage.asp?LID=NzczODEsSMA== 26/06/2008
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biodiversity conservation and emphasized that healthy and
diverse ecosystems are essential for any climate change
strategy: "The EU's Natura 2000 network will be a central
element in mitigating and adapting to climate change. The
conservation of biodiversity should be treated like our life
insurance for the future.”

BirdLife welcomed the strong statements the Commissioner
gave in favour of the EU Birds and Habitats Directives,
especially related to the implementation of Natura 2000.
Misconceptions from the side of some stakeholders have to
be overcome: Natura 2000 sites are not fenced-off areas,
but form "living landscapes" aiming to reconcile nature
protection and economic development.

"Nature conservation is not an option; it is an essential
survival strategy for our future® —Clairie Papazoglou,
Director of the European Division of BirdLife International

Commissioner Dimas concluded his speech by stressing
that our efforts to reduce greenhouse gases should not
come at the expense of biodiversity. Referring to
renewable energy sources, he is convinced that we need to
be careful about how and where they are developed: "We
need to make sure that when promoting biofuels we are
not encouraging the destruction of habitats. Being strategic
in our planning and getting this balance right will be the
key challenge of the coming years."

BirdLife, as well as Commissioner Dimas, highlighted the
fact that according to a recent opinion poll of the
Commission, 88% of Europeans recognise that the loss of
biodiversity is a serious problem.

To return to the Newsletter, please close this page
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The importance of set-aside for biodiversity

NABU, the German BirdLife Partner, has published a study
on the impact of set-aside for biodiversity. The research
shows that set-aside land has become an important refuge
for animals and plants in many regions of Germany.
According to the study, a number of farmland bird species
such as the Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra or the Grey
Partridge Perdix perdix are directly dependent on the
percentage of set-aside land. Therefore, it is obvious that
the abolition of set-aside will cause a further decline of
biodiversity and thus runs against the EU's 2010 target of
halting biodiversity decline.

In order to maintain the benefits of set-aside, NABU
proposes an obligation under EU law to set up
"Environmental Priority Areas" (EPAs) on 10% of the
farmland. The amount of 10% is verified by a number of
studies which show significant positive effects for all
biodiversity at this percentage. However, it is important to
integrate all utilized agricultural land — not just arable land
and landscape features, but also grassland, as major
biodiversity shortfalls can be found on this type of land,
too. On arable land wildflower fallows and wildflower
strips, large drilling interspaces or "light strips”, as well as
naturally vegetated fallows should be considered as EPAs;
on grassland this function can be covered by species-rich
grassland sites as well as buffer elements along
watercourses, biotopes and woodland. The benefit of such
priority areas has been successfully demonstrated in
several pilot schemes. EPAs therefore represent a key
instrument for the achievement of ecological effects with
the simultaneous opportunity for agricultural cultivation.

The study is in German, but an English summary is
available from NABU and can be downloaded under
http://www.nabu.de/m01/m01_02/07701.html
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SPEA, BirdLife's Partner in Portugal wins

7 1] inlf 7 Received this as a
prestigious biodiversity award terwardad amall?

SPEA, the Portuguese BirdLife Partner, won Portugal's Subscribe
National BES Biodiversity award for identifying Marine
Important Bird Areas (IBAs) in January 2008. The award
was presented in Lisbon by the Minister of Environment, E-mail to a friend
Dr. Francisco Nunes Correia. The award, worth 75,000

Euros, aims to support innovative research initiatives,

conservation and management of biodiversity. An

international jury chose SPEA as award winner, and

showed hereby international recognition for the work of

SPEA and its partners.

The project, which is supported by the European
Commissions's LIFE programme, is a pioneer project in
Europe and forms the scientific basis for the designation of
a future network of protected marine areas, including the
marine Natura 2000 network.

Over the past three years, a team of SPEA biologists
traveled more than 110,000 km at sea and recorded more
than 150,000 birds of 70 different species, next to many
species of marine mammals and turtles. Moreover, the
team tracked through transmitters 300 trips of marine
birds. This information provides valuable knowledge about
feeding and resting areas of these birds and their relation
to environmental changes such as change of temperature.
Ivan Ramirez, who coordinates the Marine IBA project,
affirmed that 'The results of this project place Portugal at
the forefront of marine research. Portugal has the largest
Exclusive Economic Zone of all the EU countries and many
of the bird species that occur in these areas are
threatened.’

According to Minister Dr. Francisco Nunes Correi, this
award acknowledges the work of SPEA as one of the most
relevant NGOs in Portugal.

7o return to the Newsletter, please close this page
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Wind farm developments threaten important

bird migration routes in Bulgaria's Kaliakra site Recelved this as a
forwarded email?
The Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds (BSPB),

BirdLife Partner in Bulgaria, has recently submitted a new
complaint to the European Commission regarding the
insufficient designation and protection of one of the unique
Natura 2000 sites called Kaliakra in Bulgaria. The Kaliakra
Important Bird Area (IBA) is under direct threat by wind
farm  construction and mass-tourism development.
Unfortunately parts of its important steppe habitats have
already been destroyed. Kaliakra IBA forms part of an
important migration corridor, over which thousands of
White Storks Ciconia ciconia and Raptors such as the
Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina, the Marsh Harrier
Circus aeruginosus and the Red-footed Falcon Falco
vespertinus fly every vyear. However, wind-farm
development projects have been set up all along it. The
site also serves as a regular roosting site for migratory
White Stork Ciconia ciconia, as well as a foraging area for
migratory Raptors and wintering Geese, including the Red-
breasted Goose Branta ruficollis.

The complaint summarizes the facts to prove that Bulgaria
fails to protect this Special Protection Area (SPA): between
2004 and 2007, 196 investment projects were proposed for
implementation in the area of the IBA alone. Of these, 20
projects were wind farm parks, which occupy the biggest
area of the IBA. Other projects include urbanization and
leisure activities such as golf courses. Unfortunately,
despite the fact that it was known since the beginning that
Kaliakra would become a Natura 2000 site both under the
Birds and Habitats Directives, none of these investment
projects were fully assessed for their environmental
impacts. The major concern for the Bulgarian BirdLife
Partner is the fact that windfarm projects in Kaliakra, and
indeed in the whole of Bulgaria are being planned on an ad
hoc, piece meal basis without sufficient consideration of
the location of the Via Pontica migration route.

Since 2002 Bulgarian NGOs

have undertaken a %
considerable number of 4
actions, including the filing |.|r.;‘
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of twelve court applications, with the aim of preventing
damage to habitats and bird populations at the Kaliakra
IBA. As a result of these actions, the Bern convention has
opened a case file against Bulgaria on the Balchik-Kaliakra
wind farms and adopted strong recommendations to the
Government, including reconsideration of all the consents
for construction of wind farms in thetwo IBAs.
Nevertheless, the Bulgarian Government did not take any
steps to stop the harmful development in the site so now
the hope is for the European Commission to take up its
role as Guardian of the Treaty and persuade Bulgaria to
comply with the EU Directives.
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Maltese celebrities campailgning against Spring
Hunting

Thirteen well-known Maltese personalities added their
voice this February to BirdLife Malta's campaign to stop
spring hunting appealing to the Prime Minister and the
Leader of the Opposition in Malta to end spring hunting
once and for all.

Malta is the only country in the EU to allow spring hunting
and trapping of Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur and Qualil
Coturnix coturnix, something which is not allowed by the
EU's Birds Directive. In January 2008, following a complaint
filed by BirdLife, the European Commission took Malta to
the European Court of Justice and expressed its intention
to apply for interim measures should the Maltese
Government re-open the spring hunting season again this
year.

BirdLife Malta's conservation efforts continue on the
ground with a Spring Watch Camp being held between 12-
29 April during which volunteers will be out in the field,
monitoring and documenting migration. In addition, should
the spring hunting season be reopened, they will also be
reporting on illegal hunting incidents of protected species
to the police, whereas should the season remain closed,
then they will report on all hunting activity observed.

A similar initiative held in September 2007 was a
resounding success with over 55 international
ornithologists participating and with a marked decrease
observed in illegal hunting activity, something which the
Police Commissioner also attributed to BirdLife's presence
in the field.

If you would like to participate in Spring Watch Camp this
April should visit BirdLife Malta's website
www.birdlifemalta.org
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