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Biological Diversity (CBD), was the Phase | results of 'T7he

Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity study. Read more

News from the EU

UN Conference fails life on Earth— German
chancellor praises Natura 2000- At the 9th Conference
of the Parties to the UN Convention on Biological
Diversity in Bonn the global community failed to address
the urgency of biodiversity loss by 2010. Read more

Lewis Wind Power Application Refused- On 21 April
2008 Scottish Ministers finally announced their decision to
refuse consent for the proposal by Lewis Wind Power to
construct an industrial scale wind farm on the
internationally protected Lewis Peatlands in the Outer
Hebrides. Read more

The CAP Health check- not what the doctor ordered-

The European Commission has published on May 20t its
proposals for further reform of the CAP, under a mid term
review exercise dubbed the "CAP Health check”. Read

more

Hundreds of nature sites at risk from EU transport
projects- Over a thousand protected nature areas in
Europe are under serious threat from high-profile EU-
funded transport infrastructure projects. Read more

News from the European Partnership

The benefits of a gun free spring- This year marked a
major milestone for Malta, being the first spring without an
open hunting season. Read more

The life of a Spanish

http://system.newzapp.co.uk/GPage.asp?CamplD=93514

European Union

13 June 2008, Brussels

Meeting of the European
Commission ad-hoc
Working Group on Non
Energy Extractive Industry
and Natura 2000

26 June 2008, Brussels

Meeting of the European
Commission Expert Group
on Reporting

27 June 2008, Brussels

Meeting of the
Coordination Group for
Biodiversity and Nature

Office News

Delphine  Ferrara joined
our team as Office Manager
and Marina Rollet has started
working with us as Finance
Officer, bothon a part time
basis.

Greening Europe, BirdLife's
newsletter on the
environmental priorities for the
French  Presidency of the
European Union, and Farming
For Life, BirdLife agriculture
newsletter, are both available
at http://europe.birdlife.org
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Imperial Eagle family, live on the internet for the
first time- A new webcam trained on a family of Spanish
Imperial Eagles Aquila adalberti will aid the Alzando el vuelo
conservation programme. Read more

Project seeks support: The state of Breeding Birds of
Latvia- LOB/BirdLife Latvia is seeking funds to finalize the
publication of the State of Breeding Birds of Latvia. Read
more

From the Conservation Point of View

Update on Species Guardians' actions for saving the
Balearic Shearwater- SPEA/BirdLife Portugal and
SEO/BirdLife Spain were appointed as Species Guardians
for the critically endangered Balearic Shearwater Puffinus
mauretanicus. Read more

Local Eyes on Caucasian Black Grouse in Turkey-
The newly established Eastern Black Sea Birdwatching
Group, created with the support of Doga Dernegi/BirdLife
Turkey has started a conservation project for the
protection of the Caucasian Black Grouse 7etrao
mlokosiewiczi. Read more

What's More

=

Meet the Communicator!- For this issue, we've teamed
up with Niall Hatch, Development and Communications
Officer at BirdWatch Ireland. Read more

Global and European BirdLife Partners met to
discuss climate change strategy- BirdLife sees climate
change as an unprecedented and imminent threat to
humans and wildlife. Read more
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Putting a value on biodiversity and the ethical choice

Office News

One of the more impressive new studies presented at the oth

Conference of the Parties to the UN Convention on Biological

Diversity (CBD), which took place in May in Bonn, was the Phase |

results of 'The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) Received this as a
study. forwarded email ?

. . Subscribe
Mr Pavan Sukhdev, who led and presented this study, is a

Managing Director in the Global Markets Division of Deutsche Bank
in India. By explaining with simple yet robust arguments how we
go from ecology to valuation and economics, this study is
hopefully the bright beginning to a completely new way of thinking
about how we look at nature, biodiversity and ultimately the
world. It is the 'Stern Review for biodiversity, and its message is
very clear. We cannot continue destroying ecosystems like we are
today; we cannot go on providing perverse subsidies that
accelerate this destruction; and we cannot keep avoiding the
ethical issue. The cost of all this is just too huge. The ethical issue
is the one that is most striking. As conservationists, we have been
arguing for years that the protection of nature and biodiversity is
also an ethical issue. But that this ends up being a major
conclusion of an economic analysis study is remarkable.

The issue of discounting was debated in the 'Stern Review in
relation to Climate Change, and it features strongly in the TEEB
study too. Basically, discounting is a way of expressing how the
value of a benefit today will be worth less in the future. For
example, at an annual discount rate of 0%, €1 million will be
worth the same in 50 years from now, whereas at a discount rate
of 4% it will be worth a mere €141,713, i.e. 14% of its original
value. To quote the TEEB study (p. 30): 'Applying a 4% discount
rate over 50 years implies that we value a future biodiversity or
ecosystem benefit to our grandchildren at only one-seventh of the
current value that we derive from it' Without telling us what
discount rate should be applied, the study leaves us with the
ethical choice to make, i.e. how much do we value what we have
today, and what will we leave for future generations to enjoy and
benefit from?

Let us hope that DG Environment and all stakeholders will now
work together and make it a priority to widely disseminate the
conclusions of this study, in order to promote the changes needed,
while we eagerly await the results of Phase II.

http://system.newzapp.co.uk/GPage.asp?LID=OTMONTgsMA== 26/06/2008
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You can download the study at:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/economics/pdf/teeb report.pdf

[pdf; 8MB]

7o go back to the Newsletter, please close this page -
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UN Conference fails life on Earth

— German chancellor praises Natura 2000 Received this as a
forwarded email ?
At the 9th Conference of the Parties to the UN Convention on

. . . . . Subscribe
Biological Diversity (CBD) in Bonn (May 19th-30th) the global
community failed to address the urgency of biodiversity loss
by 2010.
Although the 191 government delegations, many NGOs and
international organisations agreed that the diversity of life on
Earth is essential for human survival, and despite scientific
proof that species are rapidly declining, Ministers were unable
to agree on many of the concrete steps forward that would
have been necessary.

BirdLife International, which attended the conference with a
delegation of 12 national Partners from all continents, is
deeply disappointed at the lack of progress, especially on
pressing issues like financing biodiversity, protected areas and
the increasing threat to biodiversity from climate change.

Mike Rands, Director and Chief Executive of BirdLife
International stressed that "Despite good leadership shown
from Germany, most other rich countries have failed to match
their words with financial commitments. BirdLife urges
governments to recognise the urgency and importance of
biodiversity conservation, by immediately making money
available to save life on Earth."

At the conference an economic study was presented showing
that the costs of inaction on biodiversity are far higher than
the investments that would be necessary now

(see http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/
economics/index_en.htm ).

Governments were also unable to agree on concrete steps to
establish a global network of protected areas. BirdLife sees
this as one of the reasons why it is highly unlikely that the
global community will meet its 2010 commitments.

Besides failing to establish the urgently needed close
cooperation between the two UN Conventions on Biological
Diversity (CBD) and on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the Bonn
conference also missed the opportunity to take immediate
action to prevent damage to biodiversity from biofuels.

http://system.newzapp.co.uk/GPage.asp?LID=0OTMxXMDUsMA== 26/06/2008
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On the positive side, the EU's Natura 2000 network was
praised by the global community as an essential contribution
of EU countries to the global fight against biodiversity loss and
ecosystem breakdown. Germany's chancellor Angela Merkel
stressed "We need to build on our previous efforts to
implement Natura 2000, to achieve our ambitious European
target to stop the decline of biodiversity by 2010". At the
same time, BirdLife Partners across Europe promoted local
protected areas in public events and in the media.

See
http://www.birdlife.org/news/news/2008/05/cop9_bonn.html

And finally the Conference managed in the last minute to
agree a way forward on marine protected areas agreeing
criteria and a timetable for identification of a global network
of those by 2012.

More information at www.cbd.int/cop9

To return to the Newsletter, please close this page
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Lewis Wind Power Application Refused

On 21 April 2008 Scottish Ministers finally announced their Received this as a
decision to refuse consent for the proposal by Lewis Wind forwarded email?
Power to construct an industrial scale wind farm on the
internationally protected Lewis Peatlands in the Outer
Hebrides. We warmly welcome this robust decision by the
Scottish Government. Particularly because it recognizes that : :
we do not need to destroy our most important natural
heritage resources in order to deliver renewable energy

developments which are a key element in the fight against

climate change.

Subscribe

The original proposal, launched in 2001, was to build 234
turbines (each 140m high), 105km of roads, 141 pylons, 5
rock quarries and a range of other associated cabling and sub-
stations. The vast proportion of the proposal was to be built
on the Lewis Peatlands Special Protection Area (SPA)
designated and protected under the Birds Directive. It quickly
became apparent that this was a proposal of superlatives; one
of the biggest wind farms in Europe, on one of our most
sensitive peatland sites with some of the highest densities of
breeding birds in the UK. RSPB/BirdLife in the UK and BirdLife
Partners across Europe helped to raise public and European
Commission awareness about the potential negative impact of
the project to the protected site, habitats and species.

The developers carried out extensive survey work and if
anything their environmental assessment simply served to
show that the site was even more important than had been
previously appreciated. With populations of Golden Eagle
Aquila chrysaetos, Red and Black-throated Divers Gavia
stellata and arctica, Merlin Falco columbarius, Dunlin Calidris
alpina, Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria, Greenshank Tringa
nebularia, Corncrake Crex crex and migrating Whooper Swans

http://system.newzapp.co.uk/GPage.asp?LID=0TMyNjQsMA== 26/06/2008
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Cygnus cygnus from Iceland it was impossible for the
developers to redesign their proposal to avoid damaging
impacts on either species or habitats. However, they did try
and a revised application for 181 turbines was submitted in
2006.

It was this application that the Scottish Government
considered and rejected. They concluded that the impacts
were so severe that would affect the integrity of the
designated site and that because there were many alternative
solutions the proposal should not go ahead. RSPB is involved
in many wind farm applications across Scotland and the vast
majority presents no significant threat to birds or their
habitats. Following the decision we hope to work positively
with the Council and the communities of the Outer Hebrides
to promote the fabulous natural resources that have been
protected for future generations.

To return to the Newsletter, please close this page
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The CAP Health check- not what the doctor
ordered

The European Commission has published on May 20t its
proposals for further reform of the CAP, under a mid term
review exercise dubbed the "CAP Health check". Despite
extensive use of environmental rhetoric about facing up to the
"new challenges” of climate change, biodiversity and water,
the proposal is a huge disappointment. It avoids addressing
any of the basic flaws of the CAP such as the system of
subsidies mainly benefiting intensive industrial farming while
leaving unsupported much of Europe's High Nature Value
(HNV) farming.

The Commission has even shied away from simple but vital
tweaks to the current system such as introducing a strict
protection regime for permanent grasslands, precious carbon
stocks and biodiversity habitats that are increasingly ploughed
up under the drive of high cereal prices and the biofuels
policy. On the other hand, set aside is to be abolished without
capturing the well documented environmental benefits it has
brought. The proposal contains lip service to this problem but
no concrete alternatives are being proposed. Despite this
overwhelmingly negative picture, a few proposed tools still
hold the promise of some minimal improvement. A proposed
2% a year transfer of funds toward environmental actions
within the rural development policy ("modulation”) is certainly
"too little, too late" but is still vital in a situation where
environmental schemes are starved of funds while most of the
money is being wasted. A possibility for Member States to
retarget some subsidies through "national envelopes" could be
used to support sustainable farming though this is pretty
much left to individual countries to decide.

http://system.newzapp.co.uk/GPage.asp?LID=0TMzOTUsMA== 26/06/2008
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Finally, a better definition of protected landscape elements
(such as hedgerows) and the introduction of an obligation to
manage buffer strips along water courses are long overdue
and, if enforced, will help prevent further degradation. This
non-reform is now handed over to the Agriculture Council.
Once again the protection of vested interests seems to be
gaining the upper hand on citizen's interests. BirdLife will be
working to ensure that governments will now wake up to the

reality of a global sustainability crisis that cannot be ignored -
any longer. BirdLife will also be promoting its vision for a
sustainable land management and rural development policy as This publication receives its support by the

. . . European Commission and the RSPB.
an EU policy that would bring legitimacy and purpose and one

that can survive the EU budget review by being in line with
the EU's stated objectives and citizens' concerns.

More on BirdLife analysis of the Health Check on
http://www.birdlife.org/news/news/2008/05/cap_health_check.html
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