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Editorial- As is often quoted in conservation circles, conservation 
without money is conversation. Read more
 

European Parliament fails to give new direction to 
the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)- On the 12th 
March  2008  the  European  Parliament  has  adopted  the 
resolution on the review of the EU agricultural policy, the 
'CAP Health Check'. Read more 
  
Climate  change  adaptation:  more  effort  needed-
Climate change will have significant and dangerous impacts 
on  the  natural  environment,  with  increasing  pressure  on 
natural resources. Read more 
  
European leaders ask for full implementation of 
Natura 2000- EU Heads of State meeting at the 
European Council on 13-14 March in Brussels gave a clear 
message to Member States and the Commission for the 
need to fully implement the Natura 2000 network of 
protected areas. Read more 

Agreement secures safer powerlines for Hungarian 
birds  
On  26th  February  MME/ 
BirdLife  Hungary  signed  an 
agreement with the Ministry of 
Environment  and  Water  and 
all  relevant  electricity 
companies  in  Hungary,  to 
provide  a  long-term  solution 
for  electrocutions  of  birds. 
Read more   

  

  

Spring Alive sees early arrival of migratory birds to 
Europe- In recent weeks, participants in BirdLife's Spring 
Alive campaign have been spotting the arrival of migratory 
birds all around Europe. Read more 

Greek  government  designates  12  new  Special 
Protection Areas- Twelve new Special Protection Areas 
(SPAs)  were  approved by  the  Greek  Government  in  the 
beginning of 2008 in Greece. Read more 
  

10th April, Brussels  

First Meeting of the EU 
Coordination Group for 
Biodiversity and Nature 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 17th-19th April, Albufeira, 
Portugal 

Reducing the Impact of Oil 
Spills Workshop 

http://www.nordeconsult.com/RIOS

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

23rd-24th April, Brussels

 

Birds and Habitats 
Directives Task Force for 

BirdLife Partners 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

24th April, Brussels

 

Biannual Meeting of the 
European Habitats Forum 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

6th-8th May, Cambridge

 

BirdLife Global Climate 
Change Task Force Meeting  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

9th May, Cambridge

 

European Climate Change 
Coordination Group 
Meeting for BirdLife 

Partners  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

19th-30th May, Bonn
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Europe's  rarest  finch  finds  favour-  Azores 
Bullfinch  Pyrrhula murina has become the latest Critically 
Endangered  species  to  find  a  Champion  through  the 
BirdLife Preventing Extinctions Programme. Read more 
   

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

A Life/AEWA Red-breasted Goose Workshop- A 
Life/AEWA workshop on the Red-breasted Goose Branta 
ruficollis was hosted by SOR\BirdLife Romania from the 
26th to the 28th February 2008, in Constanta, Romania. 
Read more 

Meet the Communicator!- For this issue, we've teamed 
up with Monika Kaiser, the Communication Officer at the 
Hungarian Ornithological and Nature Conservation Society 
(MME/BirdLife Hungary). Read more 
  
www.birdlife.org– Keep track of the latest BirdLife 
news online!- For more regular updates about BirdLife's 
work in Europe and the rest of the world, subscribe now to 
receive a free email notification of the latest news stories.  
Read more 
  
ASPB launches its new website- The Armenian Society 
for the Protection of Birds (ASPB)/ BirdLife Affiliate in 
Armenia) has launched its new website. Check it out at  
http://aspbirds.org  

9th Conference of the 
parties of the Global 

Convention on biological 
Diversity (CBD-COP9) 

  

  

Rob Pople, our European 
Research Assistant, will leave 
BirdLife in April. Rob has made 
important contributions in a 
number of areas, like curating 
the digital IBA boundary data 
for Europe and updating the 
information on European 
species for the 2008 IUCN 
Red List. We thank him very 
much, also for being a friendly 
reliable colleague and we wish 
him all the best in his future 
career. 
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As is  often quoted in conservation circles,  conservation without 
money is conversation. That is most true for the word's critically 
endangered species. That is why BirdLife International launched in 
2007  the  biggest  and  most  wide-ranging  bird  conservation 
programme  the  world  has  ever  seen  called  'Preventing 
Extinctions'.  There  are  currently  189  bird  species  which  are 
classified as 'critically endangered'. That means they have reached 
the  brink  of  extinction  and  they  could  soon  go  extinct  unless 
specific  action  is  urgently  taken.  Six  of  those  species  occur  in 
Europe  (not  calculating  however  the  overseas  regions  and 
territories of the EU!), but as a more affluent part of the world 
Europe  has  responsibility  to  help  other  regions  with  more 
biodiversity and less resources. 
  
BirdLife's programme is trying to match action with resources. The 
action that is needed to save the species is taken care by finding 
and  appointing  a  'Species  Guardian'  for  the  species  and  the 
resources are taken care by finding 'Species Champions'. The aim 
is to have Guardians and Champions for all 189 species. 
  
BirdLife  even before launching this  programme has been doing 
just  this  and  significantly  between  1994  and  2004  six  species 
which  were  critically  endangered  became  less  threatened  by 
extinction and ceased to be classed as critical. 
In this issue, we learn about the new Champion for the Azores 
Bullfinch,  let's  hope  that  all  189  species  have  Guardians  and 
Champions soon. 
  
If you would like to know more: 
http://www.birdlife.org/action/campaigns/species_champions/index.html
  

To return to the Newsletter, please close this page 
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European Parliament fails to give new direction 
to the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 

  
On  the  12th  March  2008  the  European  Parliament  has 
adopted the resolution on the review of the EU agricultural 
policy,  the  'CAP  Health  Check'.  BirdLife  regrets  that  the 
report  is  overall  disappointing  for  the  environmentally 
minded,  failing  to  offer  credible  solutions  to  address  the 
pressing  environmental  challenges  faced  by  Europe's 
countryside.  The  report  sends  out  a  "business  as  usual" 
message that seems more concerned with reassuring vested 
interests than in improving the CAP. Most worryingly, the 
Parliament has again ignored the need to redirect spending 
away from wasteful subsidies toward the provision of public 
goods.  In  its  proposal  for  the  CAP  Health  Check,  the 
Commission had presented the idea of further shifting funds 
from  direct  aid  to  farmers  towards  rural  development 
(environmentally  beneficial  schemes,  such  as  agri-
environment  and  support  for  High  Nature  Value  farming 
systems).  The European Parliament  came forward with  a 
new concept that would result in a significant reduction in 
the amount of  money transferred.  This  would completely 
fail to redress current spending patterns, which are skewed 
in favour of the most competitive farmers, so that farmers 
who deliver environmental benefits to society but struggle 
to compete on the market, are better rewarded.  
  
However  the  report  of  the  European  Parliament  is  not 
without  hope.  It  does include an important call  to  tackle 
environmental problems caused by the loss of set-aside land 
through  a  combination  of  both  voluntary  and  mandatory 
measures. BirdLife has been strongly arguing the need to 
introduce  an  'Environmental  Priority  areas'  obligation  to 
offset the loss of the set-aside scheme - a system whereby 
in the past land was taken out of production to reduce the 
risk  of  food  surpluses,  and  which  proved  to  be  an 
opportunity  for  environmental  benefits.  This  'obligation' 
could address the new wave of agricultural  intensification 
driven  by  high  prices  and  biofuels  and  could  improve 
landscape  connectivity,  thus  helping  species  adapt  to 
climate change. 
  
Our hope is that the Parliament will give more thought to 
the environment in its report on the Commission legislative 
proposal, due in May. The Health Check represents the last 
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opportunity to steer the CAP on a more sustainable path 
before  the  entire  policy  is  called  into  question  by  the 
upcoming EU budget  review.  A failure  of  leadership  now 
would  have  severe  repercussions  not  only  for  the 
environment, but also for European farmers. 
  
More information at  
http://www.birdlife.org/action/campaigns/farming_for_life/index.html  
  
To return to the Newsletter, please close this page 
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Climate change adaptation: more effort needed 
  
Climate change will have significant and dangerous impacts 
on  the  natural  environment.  Pressure  will  increase  on 
natural  resources  including  land,  water  and  soils,  with 
degradation of ecosystems and losses in biodiversity and 
ecosystems services. 
  
Arguably, the EU is showing global leadership on policies to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. However, the flip side of 
climate  change  policy  is  how  we  adjust  to  the  climate 
change that has already begun to happen, the so-called 
'adaptation'. Here the EU is far behind. 
  
The  European  Commission  has  begun  to  address  EU 
adaptation  policy  in  its  June  2007  Green  Paper.  Many 
welcome elements were highlighted including the need to 
fully  implement  the  Birds  and  Habitats  Directives. 
Alongside  other  EU  environment  policy,  this  would 
strengthen  Europe's  ecosystems  to  make  them  more 
resilient. Properly enforced, these Directives would create a 
network of corridors and 'stepping stones' for our wildlife 
to move within and for our ecosystem services,  such as 
clean water and flood control, to endure. 
  
In its forthcoming White Paper the European Commission 
must come forward with specific adaptation strategies for 
all sectors, in particular agriculture and fisheries. This was 
the gaping hole apparent in the Green Paper. 
  
The EU must now champion a good adaptation strategy at 
the  highest  political  levels  as  it  has  done  in  reducing 
greenhouse gasses. 
  
More information at 
http://www.birdlife.org/eu/BirdLifeproposalsCC.html  
  

To return to the Newsletter, please close this page 
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 European leaders ask for full implementation 
of Natura 2000 

          
  

EU Heads of  State meeting at  the 
European Council on 13-14 March in 
Brussels  gave  a  clear  message  to 
Member States and the Commission 
for the need to fully implement the 
Natura  2000  network  of  protected  areas.  The  Heads  of 
State and Government who had gathered in Brussels for 
their  spring  meeting  stressed  that  Natura  2000  is  an 
essential  instrument for halting biodiversity loss by 2010 
and beyond.  To  reach  this  target,  efforts  needed to  be 
strengthened  further,  with  the  9th  Conference  of  the 
Parties to the CBD (Convention on Biological Diversity) in 
May 2008 in Bonn being an important step in this direction. 

    
BirdLife very much welcomes this call for action from the 
highest level, and hopes Member States will now accelerate 
their efforts to implement, finance and communicate the 
unique Natura 2000 network,  which is  based on the EU 
Birds and Habitats Directives. BirdLife encourages the EU 
to showcase its nature legislation at the Bonn Conference 
in May, as it represents Europe's main contribution to the 
CBD's Programme of Work on protected areas. 
  
The  Spring  Council  Conclusions  also  include  a  call  for 
greater synergies between climate change and biodiversity 
policies, in particular by strengthening mutually supportive 
measures in  the fields  of  climate change mitigation and 
adaptation, as well as biofuels. BirdLife hopes that this is a 
first sign of EU leaders becoming more aware of the risks 
of the dangerous 10% target proposed by the Commission 
for biofuels. 
  
The Council Conclusions can be downloaded at 
 http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/ 
docs/pressData/en/ec/99410.pdf  
  

To return to the Newsletter, please close this page 
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Agreement secures safer powerlines for 
Hungarian birds 

  
On 26th February, the Hungarian Ornithological and Nature 
Conservation  Society  (MME/BirdLife  Hungary)  signed  an 
agreement  with  the  Ministry  of  Environment  and  Water 
(MEW) and all relevant electricity companies in Hungary, to 
provide a long-term solution for electrocutions of birds. The 
signing  parties  promised  to  transform  power  lines  in 
Hungary and make them more 'bird-friendly' by 2020. 
  
Since the 1980's, electrocutions and collisions with electric 
powerlines  have  caused  the  death  of  thousands  of 
protected  birds  in  Hungary  and  various  other  European 
countries.  The  real  extent  of  the  problem  and  the 
approximate number of affected birds were not clear until 
MME/BirdLife Hungary started to systematically gather data 
on electrocuted birds in 2004. 
  
To  date,  five  national  surveys  of  powerlines  have  been 
completed by 150 volunteers and national park employees. 
They covered all  important  plain  habitats  in  Hungary.  In 
total  2,183  carcasses  of  electrocuted  birds  were  found 
underneath 19,216 electric poles. Based on these findings, 
MME/BirdLife Hungary estimated that at least 30,000 birds 
(especially  Raptors  and  Corvids)  are  killed  annually. 
Electrocution is one of the most significant causes of death 
for  several  globally  threatened  raptor  species,  such  as 
Eastern Imperial  Eagle Aquila heliaca, Saker Falcon Falco 
cherrug and Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus. 
  
Another serious problem concerning electric powerlines is 
birds colliding with the wires. These incidents affect mainly 
large migratory species such as cranes and geese, as well 
as the Vulnerable Great Bustard Otis tarda. 
  
In  1991  MME/BirdLife  Hungary,  in  co-operation  with 
electricity engineers, developed a new design for electricity 
poles which has proven to be an effective tool to decrease 
the  number  of  bird  casualties.  Since  that  time  around 
50,000  pylons  have  been  insulated  with  the  financial 
support  of  the  MEW,  the  European  Community's  LIFE-
Nature Fund,  and also  the  help  of  electricity  companies. 
About 215,000 pylons are considered highly-dangerous to 
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birds within Hungary, so more efforts are now needed to 
further reduce the threat. 
   
The  new  "Accessible  sky" 
agreement  is  a  voluntary 
commitment,  forming  the 
basis of a long-term solution 
for  the  problem  of  bird 
electrocution  in  Hungary.  It 
was  signed  by  MME/BirdLife 
Hungary,  the  MEW  and  the 
electricity  companies  (E.ON, 
ELMÛ-ÉMÁSZ,  DÉMÁSZ). 
MME/BirdLife  Hungary  and 
MEW  are  now  preparing  a 
detailed  map  of  dangerous  powerlines,  which  indicates 
priority categories for each site. These priority categories 
will be defined according to observed mortality rates and 
the distribution of priority bird species.  
  
Based on these data, a timetable will be agreed by each 
party. The electricity companies involved promised a 'bird-
friendly'  transformation  of  all  dangerous  powerlines  in 
Hungary  by 2020,  and agreed to  only  use  'bird-friendly' 
methods in managing newly constructed power lines.  
  
The works  will  be  financed by European and Hungarian 
funds,  and also by the electricity  companies themselves. 
 MME/BirdLife  Hungary  is  grateful  to  Mr.  Péter  Olajos 
(Member of the European Parliament), who came up with 
the idea and managed the elaboration of the "Accessible 
sky" agreement for nearly a year.  
  
For  more  information  please  contact:  Márton  Horváth  – 
MME/BirdLife  Hungary  Email:  horvath.marton@mme.hu  , 
Tel: +36-30-525-40-71 
  

To return to the Newsletter, please close this page 
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Spring Alive sees early arrival of migratory birds 
to Europe 

   
  

  

  

  

In  recent  weeks,  participants  in  BirdLife's  Spring  Alive 
campaign have been spotting the arrival of migratory birds 
all around Europe. Spring Alive invites citizens - especially - 
children from all over Europe to record their first sightings 
of  the  Barn  Swallow  Hirundo  rustica,  Common  Cuckoo 
Cuculus canorus, Common Swift Apus apus and White Stork 
Ciconia  ciconia  on  the  website  www.springalive.net.  The 
campaign,  which  is  implemented  nationally  by  BirdLife's 
European Partners, is being promoted in 28 countries.  
  
"The first arrivals were spotted very early this year, possibly 
due to the mild winter and good weather in Europe", says 
Joanna Kalinowska, coordinator of the Spring Alive project. 
Some  of  very  first  Barn  Swallows  Hirundo  rustica  were 
spotted  in  Cyprus  on  January  11th  by  the  Executive 
Manager of BirdLife Cyprus, Martin Hellicar. "The arrivals in 
Central Europe are extremely early this year as well", said 
Aleksander  Kalinowski,  who sighted the first  White  Stork 
Ciconia  ciconia  in  Poland  on  the  first  of  February  and 
entered his sightings through the Spring Alive website. 
  
,,Due to my early sightings, I 
will  unfortunately not have a 
chance  to  wear  a  spring 
bracelet  this  year".  Mr. 
Kalinowski  was  referring  to 
the 'Martenica bracelet' which 
is  exchanged  from  the  1st 
March  by  Poles,  Bulgarians, 
Romanians  and  Moldavians. 
Each person wears the bracelet  until  they spot their first 
White  Stork  of  the  year.  This  year's  participants  of  the 
BirdLife campaign can obtain a special Spring Alive bracelet 
by  sending  an  e-mail  or  letter  to  their  national  BirdLife 
Partner.  
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Already  more  than  700  sightings  have  been  recorded 
online. However, lots of migratory birds are yet to arrive in 
Central and Northern Europe. The peak period is expected 
to be between late March and early April. 

  
This year, national grants have also been kindly offered to 
BirdLife's European Partners by Vattenfall, Cemex and the 
Mitsubishi Fund for Europe and Africa. 
  

  

Contact: 

Joanna 
Kalinowska                                                             
Spring Alive Officer                                            
Polish Society for the Protection of Birds                 
+48 665 244 260 
joanna.kalinowska@otop.org.pl                   
www.springalive.net 
  

To return to the Newsletter, please close this page 
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Greek government designates 12 new Special 
Protection Areas  

  
Twelve new Special Protection Areas (SPAs) were approved 
by  the  Greek  Government  in  the  beginning  of  2008  in 
Greece. The designation of these sites follows the recent 
conviction of Greece by the European Court of Justice for 
failing to designate a sufficient number and area of SPAs 
for birds as required by the EU Birds Directive. 
   

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

The designation  of  these  sites  follows  a  technical  report 
developed in 2004 by the Greek Ministry of Environment, 
regarding  specifications  for  the  delimitation  of  SPAs  in 
accordance with criteria set by BirdLife International. Using 
the  proposed process  in  a  pilot  study,  the  ornithological 
data of 10 Important Bird Areas (IBAs) were re-evaluated 
and their boundaries updated, leading to the designation of 
the  12  new  SPAs.  The  newly  protected  areas  covering 
approximately 305,000 ha, include the agricultural regions 
of  Thessaly,  the  peninsula  of  Sithonia,  the  remaining 
mountainous part of Evros, as well as parts of Lesvos and 
Rhodes islands. 
  

The  corresponding  IBAs  were  identified  by  the  Hellenic 
Ornithological  Society (HOS/BirdLife in Greece) as priority 
sites for assessment, since they hold species for which SPA 
coverage had been insufficient up to then. With the current 
developments,  conditions  are  met  for  the  improved 
conservation of at least 2,500 pairs of Lesser Kestrel Falco 
naumanni,  250  pairs  of  Cinereous  Bunting  Emberiza 
cineracea, 50 pairs of Krueper's Nuthatch Sitta krueperi, as 
well  as  significant  breeding  populations  of  Long-legged 
Buzzard Buteo rufinus, Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus and 
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