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Editorial- The publication of the "Climatic Atlas of European 
Breeding Birds" is undoubtedly a landmark in our understanding of 
how climate change will affect the distribution of wildlife and in 
particular birds. Read more 
 

 BirdLife welcomes publication of Climatic Atlas- On 
January  15th,  BirdLife  International  welcomed  the 
publication of 'A Climatic Atlas of European Breeding Birds'. 
Read more  
  

Strong headed biofuels drive- On January 23, the EU 
Commission published its legislative proposals on the so 
called "energy package". Read more 

 
   
A green cure for the CAP- The current review of the EU 
Common Agricultural Policy, nicknamed the "CAP Health 
check", is now well under way. Read more 
  
EU takes Malta to Court over spring hunting- BirdLife 
International and BirdLife Malta welcomed the decision by 
the European Commission to take Malta to the European 
Court of Justice, regarding the practice of spring hunting 
and trapping of wild birds. Read more   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
New Marine law for the EU adopted- On 11 December 
2007, the European Parliament adopted its second reading 
resolution on the Marine Strategy Directive.Read more  
   

  
  
  
  
  

1st February 

Launch Spring Alive 
Campaign 

http://www.springalive.net/ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2nd February 

 

World Wetlands Day 

http://www.ramsar.org/  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

4th-6th February, Bled, Slovenia

EU Nature Directors 
Meeting 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

21st February, Brussels

 

ORNIS Scientific Working 
Group 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

27th February, Brussels

 

Agriculture Task Force for 
BirdLife Partners 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

28h February, Brussels

 

Regional Policy Task Force 
for BirdLife Partners 

  

On the 4th February Rastislav 
Rybanic will join the European 
Division team as the new EU 
Nature Policy Officer, while on 
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Ireland condemned in Court for insufficient 
protection of birds- On 13 December 2007, the 
European Court of Justice in Luxembourg, condemned 
Ireland for insufficient classification of IBAs as SPAs. Read 
more 
  
  

New Spring Alive season to be launched on 
February 1st- BirdLife's yearly pan-European project 
'Spring Alive' will be launched on February 1st. Read more  
  
Ministerial decree on Natura 2000 in Italy- the 
Minister of Environment signed a decree on "Minimum 
homogenous  criteria for the definition of conservation 
measures for SACs and SPAs." Read more 
  

 
  
A tunnel is hoped to bring "light in the tunnel" for 
the Kresna gorge motorway case in  Bulgaria-  Ten 
years ago, the Struma Motorway was planned to connect 
Sofia and Athens but the project was stalled by a debate 
on how to save an ecological hotspot. Read more 
  
Two men charged with Cyprus falcon massacre- Two 
men have been charged in connection with the October 5 
massacre of 52 Red-footed Falcons in the Phasouri area of 
Cyprus. Read more 
  
Two BirdLife Partners received welcome Christmas 
presents in the form of funding to develop their 
national IBA caretaker networks and expand IBA 
monitoring- DOF had already received one five-year 
grant of €1 million from the Aage V. Jensen Charity 
Foundation, while OTOP has been awarded €250,000 by 
the Norwegian Fund. Read more 
  

the 18th Maria Solernou
will start as our Fundraising 
Development Manager for 
Europe.   
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Common birds further in decline according to study- 
An analysis of 124 of Europe's common birds has revealed 
that over a 26-year period 56 species (45 per cent) have 
declined across 20 European countries. Read more 
   
STOP!  An  essential  command  when  ski  is 
threatening  a  nature  park-  Can  a  single  ski 
development  project  breach  six  national  laws,  violate  at 
least  two  international  nature  conservation  conventions, 
destroy unique mountain meadows habitat and tear apart 
an ancient forest? Read more 
  

 

OTOP becomes a full BirdLife Partner- The BirdLife 
Global Council, recognizing OTOP's successes granted 
OTOP full BirdLife Partner status in October 2007. Read 
more  
  
Meet the Communicator!- For this issue, we've teamed 
up with Marija Schranz, the Communications Coordinator at 
BirdLife Malta. Read more 
  
New  stamps  with  the  BirdLife  logo  in  Belarus- 
Philatelists will  be glad to know that the Belarusian Post 
Office (www.belpost.by) has just released four new stamps 
featuring three different Owls. Read more 
   

 

This publication receives its support by the 
European Commission and the RSPB.
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Editorial 
  
The publication of the "Climatic Atlas of European Breeding Birds" 
presented  in  this  newsletter  is  undoubtedly  a  landmark  in  our 
understanding of how climate change will affect the distribution of 
wildlife and in particular  birds.  The work shows the anticipated 
range shifts to be quite significant and is another call on all of us 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. One thing this atlas does not 
take  into  account,  however,  is  whether  there  will  be  habitats 
available  in  the new areas  into  which those species  will  try  to 
move. And neither if their populations will be healthy and robust 
enough  to  cope  with  the  resulting  additional  stress.  The  most 
important conclusion emerging from this analysis is therefore that 
protecting nature and using our land sustainably is the only viable 
option we have. 
  
Reducing existing stresses on biodiversity,  protecting, managing 
and  financing  Natura  2000  sites  and  all  nationally  and 
internationally  protected  sites,  extending  wildlife  corridors, 
reforming  the  Common  Agricultural  Policy  and  other  damaging 
land-use policies  in  all  of  Europe,  not  just  the  EU,  are  not  an
option that we can take or leave, they are a must if we, and the 
wildlife we treasure, are to stand a chance of withstanding the 
challenges ahead. The future of our society and economy depends 
on healthy ecosystems, even more in the expected rough times of 
climate change. 
  
In this climate the European Commission's perseverance with a 
dubious  10%  biofuel  target,  stands  out  as  really  bizarre  and 
dangerous.  When  scores  of  reputable  scientists,  institutions, 
governments and agencies say this  is  a flawed policy,  that will 
threaten and endanger even more what it is trying to save, how 
can  the  Commission  ignore  these  calls  and  push  the  policy 
forward? BirdLife will be working hard through the Parliament and 
Council to address and correct this. 
  
To return to the Newsletter, please close this page 
 

 

This publication receives its support by the 
European Commission and the RSPB.
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BirdLife welcomes publication of Climatic Bird 
Atlas 

  
On  January  15th,  BirdLife  International  welcomed  the 
publication of 'A Climatic Atlas of European Breeding Birds' 
This atlas is a landmark advance in our understanding of 
the potential impacts of human-induced climate change on 
wildlife. 
  
The  study  based  on  the  use  of  "climate  envelope 
modeling',  predicts  that  without  vigorous and immediate 
action  against  climate  change,  the  potential  future 
distribution of the average European bird species will shift 
by nearly 550 km north-east by the end of this century, it 
will reduce in size by a fifth and overlap the current range 
by only 40 per cent. Alarmingly, the atlas shows that three 
quarters of all Europe's nesting birds species are likely to 
suffer  declines  in  range.  Projected  changes  for  some 
species  found  only  in  Europe,  or  with  only  small 
populations elsewhere, suggest that climate change could 
set some on a path to extinction. 
  
The atlas has been written by Professors Brian Huntley, of 
Durham University, and Rhys Green, of the RSPB and the 
University of Cambridge, and Drs Yvonne Collingham and 
Steve Willis, both of Durham University.  
  
The Climatic Atlas not only shows maps of the potential 
distribution of each species breeding in Europe at the end 
of this century, it also provides ways of responding to this 
challenge.  Most  of  all  we  need  to  protect  and  restore 
today's  wildlife,  and  secure  healthy  populations  of  birds 
within  their  current  ranges.  Central  to  this  will  be  the 
strengthening  of  Natura  2000,  the  European network  of 
protected  areas.  The  sites  must  be  better  protected, 
managed  and  connected  to  provide  a  "backbone  for 
biodiversity" and to accommodate the expected changes in 
distribution. At the same time, the landscape outside these 
areas  must  become  more  'permeable'  to  species 
movements  by  providing stepping stones of  high quality 
habitat and through more sustainable land-use policies. 
  
Dr. Clairie Papazoglou, Head of the European Division of 
BirdLife International concluded: "The Climatic Atlas proves 
once more the importance of the Natura 2000 network and 
the implementation of the EU Birds and Habitats Directive 
across the EU. This is a precondition for helping our wildlife 
against the impacts of climate change and for supporting 
Europe's ecosystems on which we depend ourselves if we 
want to come through the climate crisis." 
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The launch of  the Atlas was promoted by the European 
partnership  throughout  Europe  and  received  wide 
coverage.  On  14th  February  the  Atlas  will  be  officially 
launched  in  Brussels  and  handed  over  to  the  European 
Commissioner for the Environment, Mr. Stavros Dimas. 
  
The  book  can  be  purchased  by  following  this  link: 
https://www.hbw.com/lynx/en/books-on-
birds/paleartico/ALT0007-climatic-atlas-european-breeding-
birds.html    
Alternatively, a summary brochure of the main findings of 
the Climatic Atlas is available for download at the BirdLife 
website: http://www.birdlife.org/eu/Climatic_Atlas.html  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

To return to the Newsletter, please close this page 
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Strong headed biofuels drive 
  
On January 23, the EU Commission published its legislative 
proposals on the so called "energy package". While some 
elements, such as a new 20% target for renewable energy, 
represent an important step forward in the fight against 
climate change, the insistence on raising to 10% the use of 
biofuels can only be described as pig headed and irrational. 
  
Warnings that the drive for biofuels is misguided and that 
the risks can create more damage than benefit have been 
gathering from respected institutions and scientists, from 
the OECD to the UK House of Commons and from a Nobel 
Prize winner to NGOs. In December the Commission's own 
scientific  body,  the  JRC,  produced  a  damning  report 
arguing that the new target may not bring any greenhouse 
gas savings, would create hardly any new jobs and would 
result in a net economic loss of up to € 60 billion. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Despite  these  warnings,  the  Commission  has  pushed 
forward, without even making a serious effort to prevent 
the  use  of  the  most  harmful  biofuels.  The  Commission 
proposes  to  accept  as  "sustainable",  fuels  that  bring 
emission savings as low as 35% and have been grown on 
ploughed up grasslands (and thus causing massive carbon 
emissions from soil). 
  
Biodiversity rich ecosystems would hardly be protected as 
biofuels expansion is excluded only from legally protected 
areas  (that  hardly  exist  in  key  ecosystems  such  as  the 
Brasilian  Cerrado)  and "forest  where  there has been no 

 

Page 1 of 2Birdlife International - Email Marketing Campaign

26/06/2008http://system.newzapp.co.uk/GPage.asp?LID=NzIzOTcsMA==



 

known significant human intervention" (which hardly exist 
anywhere  nowadays).  The  Commission  has  taken  moral 
responsibility  for  a  policy  that  could  lead  to  significant 
environmental and social harm, for no visible purpose. It is 
now time for Parliament and Council to take action and put 
the record straight, by scrapping this dangerous target and 
strengthening the sustainability criteria. 
  
More on http://www.birdlife.org/eu/Renewableenergy.html  
  
To return to the Newsletter, please close this page 
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A green cure for the CAP 
  
The  current  review  of  the  EU  Common  Agricultural  Policy, 
nicknamed the "CAP Health check", is now well under way, 
following the publication of the Commission's Green Paper and 
first  political  discussions  in  both  the  Council  and  the 
Parliament.  BirdLife  has  engaged  in  the  debate,  making 
detailed proposals for a "health treatment" for the CAP that is 
still  widely  failing  to  stem  the  decline  of  biodiversity  and 
address  emerging  environmental  crises  such  as  climate 
change and water scarcity. 
  
One key issue is the retargeting of funds from unjustifiable 
subsidies toward more targeted payments rewarding farmers 
for delivering public goods and supporting High Nature Value 
farming systems. 
A  second  key  area  where  reform  is  urgently  needed  is 
baseline  rules.  Farmers  receiving  public  money  are  now 
required to respect some basic environmental legislation and 
good  practice  rules  (cross  compliance),  but  unfortunately 
current rules include many gaps and loopholes. For example, 
current rules fail to prevent the ploughing up of permanent 
grasslands  (which  both  destroys  biodiversity  and  releases 
carbon dioxide). 
  
Finally, BirdLife is calling for the introduction of a requirement, 
for  all  farmers,  to  manage  at  least  10% of  their  land  as 
Environmental  Priority  Areas:  hedgerows,  extensive 
grasslands, fallow fields, naturally vegetated field margins and 
other  types of  environmentally  valuable land cover.  Such a 
tool  is  urgently  needed in  order  to  maintain  environmental 
quality  in  arable  farming  regions  where  a  new  wave  of 
intensification  is  expected  under  the  combined  drive  of 
soaring  prices  for  agricultural  commodities,  increase  in 
biomass production and the abolition of the set aside scheme 
that was serving as a lifeline for biodiversity. 
  
BirdLife's full response to EU Commission consultation on the 
Health  Check  can  be  found  at: 
http://www.birdlife.org/action/campaigns/farming_for_life/index.html 
  
To return to the Newsletter, please close this page 
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