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Fulfilling the promise of “Green energy” 

Energy Working Party Discussion on Draft Council  Conclusions, 4 April 2006

The Commission’s Communication on the Biomass Action Plan and the Communication on an EU Biofuels Strategy are two important orientation tools for the EU bio-energy policy.

BirdLife International recognises the positive role that bioenergy can play in reducing the EU dependence on fossil fuels and tackling climate change. However, extreme care should be taken in promoting bioenergy, and in particular biofuels, unless they are sustainably produced and truly help reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

The Commission Communications highlight clearly the potential negative impacts that expansion of energy crops could have on biodiversity, inside and outside Europe. They also recognise that the greenhouse gas balance is extremely variable and depends on production methods. 

BirdLife International therefore welcomes the Council call for “an integrated approach…which takes into account of sustainability and environmental issues…”(1). In particular, we strongly appreciate the Council’s call on the Commission to develop a “European certification system, guaranteeing that biomass is being produced in a sustainable way, with respect of environmental, social and technical standards, and applying to internal production as well as imported biomass”(32)

BirdLife supports the “Cost –efficiency…at national and at EU level, for an ecologically rational promotion of bioenergy, built upon an economically sustainable, long-term financial basis”(3) to be amongst the guiding principles of the biomass policy. 

However, we also urge the Council to clearly indicate that preference should be given to those bioenergy sectors that provide the highest greenhouse gas savings in the most cost and environmentally effective way.

BirdLife stresses the need for a coherent policy, which tackles climate change and enhance EU`s security of energy supplies, making bioenergy production an important step forward only if combined with measures aimed at increasing energy efficiency and curbing energy demand. It is also of paramount importance to ensure policy consistency on all grounds, and not jeopardize the EU commitment to halt biodiversity decline by 2010. 

Birdlife  International urges the Council to emphasize in its conclusions the need for  synergy between bioenergy policies and other energy efficiency policies, and a need  for their consistency with other environmental commitments, such as halting EU biodiversity decline by 2010.
For more information, contact Ariel Brunner, on +32 (0)2 280 08 30 , ariel.brunner@BirdLifeeco.net, or Harry Huyton, +44 (0)1767 680 551, harry.huyton@rspb.org.uk
