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Making Agriculture work for the
Environment – Rural Development

Programme for Republic of Slovenia
2007-2013

Ljubljana 28.05.2008 dr. Boštjan Kos

Council Regulation (EC) 1698/2005

Key issues to be addressed: 
• biodiversity, 
• Natura 2000 site management, 
• protection of water and soil, 
• climate change mitigation

Measures and activities of RDP

Axis 2:
Improving the environment and
the countryside
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Rural Development Programme 2007-2013

900.266.729100,00%1.158.928.916Total

4.501.3340,50%6.001.779Technical Assistance

27.008.0053,00%33.760.006LEADER

99.029.35211,00%132.039.136Axis 3

470.112.67552,22%587.640.844Axis 2

299.615.36333,28%399.487.151Axis 1

EAFRD (EUR)Total (EUR)

Public expenditure

• Agri-Environment Payments (& Agri-Environment
Measures RDP 2004-2006)

• Compensatory allowances for Less-Favoured Areas

• Framework allocation for Axis 2 measures (2007-2013): 

AEM 305.252.157 EURLFA 282.388.687 EUR

587.640.844 EUR

Rural Development Programme 2007-2013: Axis 2
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RDP: Axis 1, Axis 3, LEADER

Biodiversity
Natura 2000

Axis 1
10 % higher aid share

Axis 3 LEADER

Environment friendly investments

Conservation of natural herita
ge

Networking of natural values

Environm
ental m

easures

Local activities

Axis 2: Less Favoured Areas

100.00605100.0Slovenia

25.815613.6Non-LFAs

74.244986.3Total LFAs

16.29810.0Areas with specific handicaps

3.8234.0Other LFAs

54.232872.3Mountain areas

Share (%)Surface (000)

Agricultural land in use 
(without other agri. land)

% SLOArea
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Axis 2: Agri-Environment Payments

21 Agri-Environment submeasures

Specific objectives:
• reduction of negative impacts of agriculture on the 

environment,
• conservation of natural conditions, biodiversity, soil fertility

and traditional cultural landscape,
• maintenance of protection areas

* Data on claims

48,3*446.509*252.512*26.852*51.358*2007*

49,8361.013199.53822.39248.1552006

43,1360.364203.64724.56052.6552005

35,6290.868186.41921.30640.9382004

AEM 

Expenditure
(mio EUR)

Area (ha)
Net area

(ha)
Beneficiaries

/ holdings
ContractsYearMeasure

Organic farming

4,534,163,83,43,012,082,1
- share of total UAA 
(%)

29.22026.83123.16923.01920.01813.82810.828
Area under organic
farming (ha)

1.6111.3931.220910632412322Number of certificates

1.9991.8761.7181.5681.4151.1601.000
Number of organic
farms

2007200620052004200320022001

Objectives:

• increase the share of organic
farms (15%),

• increase the share of UAA 
under organic farming (20%)

Action Plan for Organic Farming
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Agriculture vs. Biodiversity

Pressures:

• Intensive farming techniques (monocultures and
mechanisation) 

• A rise in the use of fertilizers
• The widespread use of pesticides
• Intensive farming techniques leading to soil erosion
• Drainage of wetlands
• Hedgerow removal
• Loss of genetic variation (selective breeding) 
• Eradication programmes

Agriculture has an impact on biodiversity in several ways .

Agriculture plays an important role in maintaining
many cultural landscapes and semi-natural habitats!

Targeted AE submeasures

- Preservation of special grassland habitats
- Preservation of grassland habitats of butterflies
- Preservation of litter meadows
- Bird conservation in humid extensive meadows in Nat ura

2000 sites

Biodiversity conservation targeted submeasures within
Natura 2000 sites:

OBJECTIVES
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Preservation of special grassland 
habitats

Areas of single submeasure implementation

Preservation of grassland 
habitats of butterflies

Preservation of litter meadows Bird conservation in humid 
extensive meadows in 
Natura 2000 sites

 

Specific requirements

• delayed mowing;
• application of mineral fertilisers is not allowed;
• application of plant protection products is not allowed; 
• mowing is done from meadow centre outwards 
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Tools & Winning Options

Agri-Environment Measures

Targeted AE Measures
Natura 2000 payments

Cross Compliance
Good Agrricultural Practices

• more specific measures

• Natura 2000 networking

• implementation of
Natura 2000 management
plans

• higher rate subventions

• monitoring

• promotion (environment
& nature protection)

• training

• rising awareness

Monitoring – Farmland Bird Index

Monitoring of farmland birds population

National biodiversity indicator

Rural development plan indicator
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Further expectations & challenges

CAP - a driving force for:

• fighting climate change, 
• more efficient management of water, 
• bioenergy
• preservation of biodiversity. 

Adjusting the CAP to meet these challenges will cost money. 
The best way of meeting them is through Rural Development
policy

Biodiversity & Rural Development

Biodiversity Rural Development

OPPORTUNITIES

COMMON OBJECTIVES
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Thank you


