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Current and future challenges for: the farming secto

Demand of secure food supply
Increase in world population

Production of additional services (e.g.
landscape)

Increasing production costs
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Current and future challenges for: the farming secto

Price volatility for agricultural commodities
Globalisation and trade liberalisation

Environmental protection and climate

change
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Current and future challenges for: the farming secto

Extensification of farmingis NOT
the sole solution

Sustainable ecological
production with high productivity

; WE




FOR FARMERS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION MEANS (1)

-  Complying with environmental legislation
and following the guidelines of good
agricultural and environmental conditions
(GAEC)

- Maintaining traditional farming where
biodiversity is the result of extensive
agricultural activities and where it helps to
reduce risk of soil erosion (e.g. extensive
pastures in mountain areas)
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FOR FARMERS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION MEANS (2)

- Adopting improved agricultural practices to
reduce negative environmental impact on soil,
water and air and to increase efficiency (e.g.
innovative water-saving irrigation, improved
slurry application)

- Providing special environmental services
(e.g. maintaining of hedges, migratory herding)
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FOR FARMERS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION MEANS (2)

Summing -up:

a multitude of suitable technical
measures applicable at farm

level
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CONELICTS OF TARGETS

Integrated
nitrogen emission
policy is missing

CO2
NO2
CHa4

# Competition in an increasing o
. . wild animals
liberalised market and flowers

+ Administrative burden habitats
# Consumer demands o
. biodiversity
(e.g. animal welfare)

+ Climate change

Groundwater
Surface water

Flood protection soil structure
erosion
organic matter
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AGRI-ENVIRONMENTAL MEASURES -

A SUCCESS STORY

Voluntary with compensation payments

allows farmers to test new more
environmental friendly farming methods
offers the opportunity for regional
adaptations

avoids land abandonment in certain
regions

BUT

increased volatility of prices and uncertainty
concerning future of CAP stand against 5-7
years contracts with flat-rate payments

-> uptake is decreasing!!
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AGRI-ENVIRONMENTAL MEASURES -

EXAMPLES

* From natural grasslands with low productivity
to biodiverse legume-rich pastures:
soil organic matter (%): 0.7-1.2 1.65-34
P205 (ppm): <8  60-200
stocking rate (sheep halyear?): 1 8 (1973-2007)

* Initiative for improved pesticide use: V‘

annual sprayer testing, over 19,000 active members,
Crop Protection Management Plans — over 2 million hectares

+ Flowering strips
* Mountain pastures

* Ecologic sustainable
management in wetlands
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AGRI-ENVIRONMENTAL MEASURES -

- For successful implementation a positive attitude of
farmers towards maintaining or adopting
environmentally friendly practices is essential

- Farmers have to be enabled to protect the environment
through specific education, training and advice

- Farmers need knowledge about adapted agricultural
practices (e.g. exchange of best-practice examples)
and need access to improved farming techniques

- Itis important to provide enough incentives to ensure
that farmers can provide environmental services
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Agriculture and envirenmental protection:

CONCLUSIONS |

Need to agree on societal expectations
from agriculture and rural areas

DEFINING POLICIES in a coherent approach for

» Food production / production methods
* Environmental concerns
» Competitiveness in view of market liberalisation
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Agriculture and envirenmental protection:

CONCLUSIONS I

KEY ISSUES to take into account:
e Motivation of farmers
* Land and other physical resources

 Research and technology (including Technology
platforms)
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Agriculture and envirenmental protection:

CONCLUSIONS 11

What to do:

Ensure the avalaibility of the right
tools

Create the right incentives
Ensure adequate financing
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Agriculture and envirenmental protection:

CONCLUSIONS IV

When doing this:
Avoid bureaucracy increase
Avoid uneven burden

distribution
Make simplification an overriding
objective
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Agriculture and envirenmental protection

Thank you for your attention!

COPA-COGECA
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