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Forest laws and policies 
for conservation

1. What is the target?

2. What kind of law / policy
will help reach the target?

3. How far are we from the 
target in Europe?
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• “Ecological sustainability” = Nature’s limits

• “Social and economic sustainability”= We define 
and control 

• → Nature’s limits essential starting point for good 
forest laws and policies

→ /DZV�	�3ROLFLHV�QHHG�YLVLRQ�RI�ZKDW�
DUH�³1DWXUH¶V�OLPLWV´�
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Nature’s limits: the ecological targets


�6WULFW�SURWHFWLRQ�
���


�0XOWLSOH�XVH��
DGYDQFHG����


�0XOWLSOH�XVH��
EDVLF� �UHVW�RI�
FRPPHUFLDO�IRUHVW


�5HVWRUDWLRQ�QHHGV

3DUWLFXODUO\�LPSRUWDQW��WKH�FRPSOLPHQWDU\�UHODWLRQVKLS�
EHWZHHQ�VWULFWO\�SURWHFWHG�DQG�PXOWLSOH�XVH�IRUHVWV
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Socio-economic targets in forest conservation


�9LVLWRU�DWWUDFWLRQ��/RFDO�
MREV���:RRG�SURPRWLRQ


�%DODQFLQJ�QDWXUH�DQG�
HFRQRPLFV


�5HVWRUDWLRQ���� �
6RRQ��FKHDSHU


�5HVWRUDWLRQ����
 /RQJ�WHUP��
H[SHQVLYH

3DUWLFXODUO\�LPSRUWDQW��VRFLDO�EHQHILWV�RI�SURWHFWLRQ�����������
	�FRVW�EHQHILW�DQDO\VLV�RI�PXOWLSOH�XVH�IRUHVWV
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• Strict protection, Multiple use, Restoration

– Where does the law end and policy start?

– How active should the state be outside the law?

– What matters are for the state, what for others?

– What financing instruments are needed for 

conservation?
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– Need to require long term stability of species & habitats  
– Need for large forests in the most natural state possible

– Define & protect Woodland Key Habitat properly
– Compensation schemes for landowners 

– Require monitoring for success of biodiversity measures

EU: “Favourable conservation status” required… including 
restoration!
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• Good forestry legislation for biodiversity
– permits different types of forestry 
– recognises need for restoration
– should not encourage clearcuts, non-native species, 

monocultures

– limits subsidies to commercial side
– compensation for biodiversity work to landowners
– State Forest Service production targets not too high
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• Source of larger protected areas

• Leader in developing biodiversity-friendly 
forestry

• Development of sustainable forest tourism

• National forests exchanged for HCVFs

• National forest use part of wide stakeholder 
consultation

• Profit-making not only from logging
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• Need clear ecological vision of what needs to be 
achieved

• Conservation programme backed up by sufficient 

financing 

• Must take long-term perspective 
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Ecological targets for policy


�6WULFW�SURWHFWLRQ�
���


�0XOWLSOH�XVH��
DGYDQFHG����


�0XOWLSOH�XVH��
EDVLF� �UHVW�RI�
FRPPHUFLDO�IRUHVW


�5HVWRUDWLRQ�QHHGV
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• long-term programme for 10 % strictly protected 
forests 

• special forest management zone for second 10%

• elsewhere: Woodland Key Habitats + dead wood + 
mixed stands + old trees…

• certification encouraged as voluntary instrument

• restoration needs assessed

• regular monitoring for succes

• avoiding fragmentation
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• Socio-economic policies

– maximising local benefits of proteced forest areas

– advisory service to forest owners emphasises 
biodiversity

– National Forest Programme emphasises also 
advanced processing of wood

– new biodiversity measures in forests actively 
researched

– traditional & innovative financing schemes …Å
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• QDWLRQDO�EXGJHW�IXQGV�IRU�IRUHVW�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�DQG�
FRPSHQVDWLRQ�VFKHPHV�WR�SULYDWH�RZQHUV�

• QDWLRQDO IRUHVWV�FDQ�EH�XVHG�LQ�H[FKDQJH�IRU +&9)V RQ�
SULYDWH�ODQG

• ELRGLYHUVLW\�OHY\�RQ�ORJJHG�ZRRG

• WD[�EUHDNV�IRU�FRPSDQLHV�DVVLVWLQJ�QDWLRQDO�SDUNV�RU�
SURWHFWLQJ�RZQ�ODQG

• (8 1DWXUD �����	�5XUDO�GHYHORSPHQW�IXQGV

• VHSDUDWH�HGXFDWLRQ���LQYHVWPHQW�SURJUDPPH�IRU�UXUDO�
DUHDV�DURXQG�SURWHFWHG�VLWHV

62� +2:�$5(�:(�'2,1*�"
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• (8��³IDYRXUDEOH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�VWDWXV´�«EXW
– 0HPEHU�6WDWHV¶ DYHUDJH���RI�VWULFWO\�SURWHFWHG�IRUHVW�����

– LOOHJDO ORJJLQJ�DW�VWULFWO\�SURWHFWHG�VLWHV�

– ³SURWHFWHG�IRUHVW´�FDQ�PHDQ�DOPRVW�DQ\WKLQJ

– PRQLWRULQJ�IRU�FRQVHUYDWLRQ VXFFHVV�LPSOHPHQWHG�WRR�VORZO\

– PDQ\ FRPSHQVDWLRQ VFKHPHV�IRU�ODQGRZQHUV�GHILFLHQW�

– 6RFLR�HFRQRPLF�GHYHORSPHQW�SURJUDPPHV�IRU�SURWHFWHG�IRUHVWV�
YDU\�ZLGHO\

)RUHVW�ELRGLYHUVLW\�OHYHOV�FRQWLQXLQJ WR�IDOO�DFURVV�(XURSH
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• 0XOWLSOH�XVH�IRUHVWV�± W\SLFDO�SUREOHPV�
– ³IRUHVW´�LV�HLWKHU�VWULFWO\�SURWHFWHG�RU�IXOO\�FRPPHUFLDO

– :RRGODQG�.H\�+DELWDWV�WRR VPDOO�RU�QRW�GHILQHG

– QR UHVWULFWLRQV�RQ FOHDUFXW VL]HV�LQ�VRPH�FRXQWULHV

– GHDG ZRRG�UHPRYHG

– FRPSHQVDWLRQ VFKHPHV�WR�ODQGRZQHUV�LQVXIILFLHQW

– IHZ UHVWRUDWLRQ�VFKHPHV�IRU QDWLYH�ZRRGODQG�
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• Importance of strict protection not sufficiently understood

• Multiple-use areas excessively emphasise wood production

• Financial instruments for forest conservation insufficient

• Non-timber commercial use of protected areas 
underdeveloped 

• Need to promote conservation-oriented forest mangement

• What are the effects of our efforts? Too few are monitoring
results in the field!
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• Greatest challenges to forest conservation are
– Increasing the amount of strictly protected forest -

but also maximising its socio-economic benefits!

– Improving the cost-benefit of biodiversity measures
in commercial forests

%LUG/LIH�)RUHVW�7DVN�)RUFH�������

´6RFLDO�	 HFRQRPLF�EHQHILWV RI IRUHVW�SURWHFWLRQ´
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