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PAN Parks represents the most intact Europe’s remaining natural landscape, 
which provide visitors with a high-quality experience base on the appreciating of 
nature…



1. Why PAN Parks and wilderness

Presentation outline

3. PAN Parks – solution for European wilderness 

2. Wilderness momentum in Europe
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Why Europe, Why Now ?

fall of the iron curtain 

decrease in farming subsidies

growing interest in wilderness conservation
throughout the continent
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Appeal to protect last remnants of Europe's 
wilderness

Growing interest is visible

Wilderness Resolution 2008

Special wilderness area report of the 
Environmental Commission for the European 
Parliament

European Wild Land Conference



Rewilding is occurring naturally in numerous areas 

in Europe
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Europe is rewilding

Rewilding with human assistance is occurring 

across the continent
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How PAN Parks support Europe's 
wilderness?

PAN Parks aims at establishing a network of 
effectively managed and independently verified 
“wilderness protected areas “

PAN Parks also issues an invitation for the tourist 
industry to actively participate



Key conservation concern

Photo: Paanajarva NP

growing network of protected areas worldwide

almost 12% of the land surface is protected 

includes relatively untouched nature – wilderness

Europe follows this trend and network of protected 
areas crisscrossed whole continent
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There is one category which is desperately neglected in Europe – wilderness and 
therefore is under serious threat…



Guaranteed high 

level protection of 

Europe’s 

wilderness 

capitals, 

supported by all 

Europeans
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PAN Parks Vision
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We don‘t know what to do unless we know what mother 
nature does when we do nothing… PAN 

Parks Foundation
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We take small but important steps to protect European 
wilderness PAN Parks Foundation



PAN Parks and assessment of protected area - management 
effectiveness
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There are four approaches to assessing protected area 
management effectiveness:

1. In-depth, evidence-based 2. System-wide peer-based

3. Scorecard expert-based 4. Categorical assumption-based
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PAN Parks wilderness area and IUCN PA category system

Ia Strict Nature Reserve: protected area 
managed mainly for science

Wilderness + research

Ib Wilderness Area: protected area 
managed mainly for wilderness 
protection

Wilderness + research + 
visitors

II protected area managed mainly for 
ecosystem protection and recreation

Wilderness + research + 
visitors + recreation

V protected area managed mainly for 
landscape/seascape conservation and 
recreation

Wilderness [?] + research + 
visitors + recreation + 
interaction P&N

VI protected area managed mainly for the 
sustainable use of natural ecosystems

Wilderness [?] + research + 
visitors + recreation + 
interaction P&N + sustainable 
use
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„ There is an urgent need to preserve pristine wilderness areas and to stop encroachment 
into these wilderness environments and their degradation by developers.”

Balkan Track, Bulgaria



• Connect certified partners through its quality 
brand

Photo: Maciej Grzegorzek

How we want to achieve our dream

• Help to improve the management of protected 
areas

• Independent audit provide 



Partnership and target groups
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Who are our partners?

International partners
- Non-governmental organisations
- Tourism businesses (SNP, Trailfinders)
- Sponsors (Canon, Toyota, etc.)

Local partners
- Protected area authorities
- Local business partners
- Local government
- Non-governmental organisations



What areas can join?
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A network of elite wilderness 
European protected areas

Areas of importance for conservation management

Minimum 20 000 ha in size

A non-fragmented core-zone cover at least 10 000 ha, 
etc.
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PAN Parks Principles, Criteria 
and Indicators

Principle 1:
Rich Natural Heritage

Principle 2:
Nature Management

Principle 3:
Visitor Management

Principle 4:

Sustainable Tourism Development Strategy

Principle 5:
Partnerships
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PAN Parks Structure

PAN Parks PAN Parks FFoundationoundation

CustomersCustomers

PAN ParksPAN Parks

Business Business ppartnersartners

V
erifiers

V
erifiers
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Our challenge is to create marine and freshwater PAN Parks  





PAN Parks wilderness

PAN Parks Wilderness

Bieszczady National Park: 29.202 ha 18.425 ha
Fulufjället National Park: 38.414 ha 22.140 ha
Oulanka National Park: 27.720 ha 12.924 ha
Central Balkan National Park: 71.669 ha 21.019 ha
Retezat National Park: 38.138 ha 14.215 ha
Panajarvi National Park: 104.000 ha 30.000 ha
Rila National Park: 81.046 ha 16.350 ha
Majella National Park: 74.095 ha 25.500 ha
Borjomi Kharagauli NP 76. 000 ha 60.325 ha
Archipelago: 50. 219 ha 10. 600 ha
Peneda Geres NP: 69.776 ha 5.000 ha (+5 000ha)
Total 660 279 ha 236.498 ha



PAN Parks as of October 
2008



For protected areas?
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PAN Parks benefits

International recognition

Independent audit

Tools: 

set priorities for building conservation 
capacity

measure progress

employ adaptive management

improve nature management standards

control and monitor tourism, etc



For local communities?
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PAN Parks benefits

Collaboration in park management

Small business promotion

Showcase for traditional crafts and culture

Improved tourism facilities

Stronger government support 

International recognition

New jobs and increased employment, etc.



For local business partners?
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PAN Parks benefits

Contact with European tourism companies

More nature based tourism

Effective international marketing

Support in development of tourism package

Training services

Proof of responsible business, etc.
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„Wilderness has been delivering the values, which most of the European citizens as 
well as politicians do not understand yet. It is biodiversity. The beauty of natural 
process... Martin Bursik- Minister of Environment, Czech Republic
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„PAN Parks idea is innovative in a way of bringing interests of local communities 
into protecting the wilderness.” Martins Jirgens from Ministry of Environment Latvia
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“We need natural monuments in Europe, and wilderness areas 
should be part of them. Wilderness is a dream, let’s make it 
real!” Gilles Kleitz from Ministry of Ecology and Sustainable Development, France



„Wilderness is part of our European Identity. Loosing it means loosing a part of our 
home, part of ourselves.” Ladislav  Miko from Directorate General for Environment, European Commission 
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I never really thought about wilderness in Europe but the PAN Parks map changed 
all that. Now I want to use your map to plan my next vacation!

Jim Stratton, Senior Regional Director, Alaska Regional Office National Parks Conservation Association



support, preserve, enjoy Europe's wilderness!

info@panparks.org

www.panparks.org


